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Prasident Giscard d'Estaing and Chancellor Schmidt meet In Hamburg. A varlety of 
European and world problem brought about this meeting, the second batwean the two 


(hoto: dpa) 
Bonn pins 
hopes on 
India’s role 


[i has a crucial role to play in sur- 
mounting the Afghanistan crisis and 
stabilising the Middle East, Bonn is con- 
vinced, 

So great importance was attached to 
the visit to Bonn by India's External Af- 
fairs Minister Narasimha Rao, a close as- 
sociate of Mrs Gandhi. 

In Bonn he met President Carstens, 
Chancellor Schmidt and Foreign Minis» 
ter Genscher, 

Diplomatic circles in Bonn feel that 
India, due. to its geopolitical position 
and its powerful role in the non-aligned 
world, mey assume a leading part in any 
attempt to restore Afghanistan's status 
as a non-aligned nation. 

Indications that the Indian Govern 
mênt iş-working towards a political solu- 
tion of this kind have been carefully re 
gistered inf’ Bonn, -: ا‎ 

` ‘The German view is that this provides 
« an ‘important xtexus- at .whiçh to engage 
ii talks aid ‘testifies “to! an “Interesting 
pûrallelis ûf views and objectives. 7." 

` “The Boin Govémment Has reiterated 
It§ intentiort ‘of «doling :nothing in. the 
Middle’ Eašt that might lead to arı aggra- 
vation of:thë’ situation, especlally ‘any 
thing that ‘might exacerbate Indo:Pakis- 
tan diffèrences.'' ا‎ 
- Bûn will not bê. taking. part ii armis 
deliveries to Jslamabad but nonetheless 
believes economic stabilisation of Pakis- 
tan to be in:India’s security interest ! . 
` ` Bilateral ties .betweerı' Bons and Delhi 
have: takeh' a ` turn! fortis ıietteri Last 
year the volume'of Joint ‘trade. for !the 
first. time passed :DM2bn, +. 
„A: further : Inoreasé in; Bonn's , devg- 
` Jopment-gid. to :Iidia,.which accounts for 
nearly, a. qiuatter ‘of total public flevelop: 
' ent assistance: to,-the. Third, W 
not on thê agenda. .:.'. 
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in six weeks. 


It is not backed by a cohesive power 
group, merely by a loose association of 
states that are largely at odds with each 
other. : 

Diplomacy without power is certainly 
not going to contain Soviet e xparision. 

Free Europe will in future only be 
able to play a larger part in world affairs 
it countries that form part of it finally 
agree to put paid to egoism and bury 
the hatchet. 

This is the only precondition onl 
which the European Community can 
hope to be taken seriously politically irı 
both the Kremlin and the White House. 

Signs of a thoroughgoing domestic 
reinforcement of the EEC have yet to be 
seen, however. Indeed, the Brussels EEC 
summit holds forth the prospect of dis- 
aster. 

Valéry Giscard d'Estaing and Helmut 
Schmidt may just, however, have suc- 
ceeded in surmounting a balance sheet 
of the past and laying down guidelines 
for a better future, ‘Martin Wein 
{Libeckér Nachrichten, 16 March 1980) 


Indian’ Extarmal 


Bohn “Fdréijn Minletêr' Hans-Dlettleh ` Gensehèt ' rilakiss a oint 
Affalrs Minister Narasimha Rao’ at their meeting in Bonn, 
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the President from Paris togéther again. 
Guidelines ` particularly needed laying 
down for the Brussels EEC summit that 
was only two weeks ahead. At Brussels 
nothing less thai the destiny of the Eu- 
ropean , Community will beat stakê, 
In this context M. Giscard d’Estaing 
was indeed the most important person 
Herr Schmidt could discuss matters 
with. : 
Quite apart from the British threat to 
cut EEC contributions a variety of 
breaches of Community law by France 
have undermined the Common Market 
lately. 
Unless Paris agrees to return to the 
fold the unity of Western Europe will 
be in serious jeopardy. 
In view of this discord it was little 
short of surprising that M. Giscard d’E- 
staing wanted to discuss with Herr 
Schmidt the extent to which the Nine 
could play a larger joint role in world 
affairs, 
The French President emphatically 
voiced such ideas during his Arabian 
tour in the context of Palestine, but 
lofty ambitions and European re- 
alities are a poor match. 
Besides, in the Middle East French 
and West German interests may clearly 
differ for historical and ethical reasons. 
Paris may want to activate its traditio- 
nally cordial ties with the Arab world, 
but Bonn must first and foremost heed 
Israel's right to survive. 
It would be even more dubious for 
Europe to go it alone in the Middle 
East, as was doubtless mooted at the 
Hamburg summit. .. : 
The Kremlin has been quick to put 
paid to the EEC proposal for neutralisa- 
tion of Afghanistan and, once having re- 
jected it, has not seen fit even tq men- 
tion. it again. 0 

This, clearly underscores the limits to 
Western, European diplomacy at present. 
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. Sehhidt, Giscard, look 


A mere six weeks after routine cor» 
‘Fksultations in Paris, President Gis- 
ard dEstaing of France and West Ger- 
Fa man Chancellor “Helmut'.Schmidt met 
‘again for talks ‘atthe Chancellor's prie 


yate home in Hamburg, ' - : 
- The talks come hard on the heels of 
trips by both: Gistard d’Estaing having 
toured the Arab world and Herr Schmidt 
having visited the United States. 
“In the Arab world the French leader 
earned applause for his demonstrative 
yet universally: controversial advocacy of 
self-determinatior for the Palestinians, 
‘In America the West German leader 
was able-to foster at least a modicum of 
understanding for the Bonn Govern- 
ments tactical approach to the Afgha- 


. nistan crisis. 


But the two men felt obliged to con« 
fer again after such a short interval for 
more than a mere exchange of views on 
past successes. 

Future worries and plans were what 
brought the Chancellor from Bonn and 
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mut 
Straüss goes. 
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¥ ours before Bonn Chancellor Hel 
L mut ‘Schmidt flew back to Ham- 
from talks in the United States, 
,Franz Josef Strauss, the Shadow Chans 
:tellor, flew .off fo America... . i 
:1 Herr Strauss. held talks, with President 
1: Carter, National’ Security . Adviser Brze- 
„ inski Defence Secretary Brown, Seore4+ 
lay of State .Vante arid a number ;of 
en and Senators, ا‎ 

He said that his views.on. Afgğhanistart 
coincided .almost exactly, with those of 
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t ARE ا‎ ٍ 
: The Bonr Opposition considets, the 
. Tesponse' ty; Hekr Strause's .visif. as proof 
ا‎ e oniımuich etle tetnis ا‎ 
.ÛS .Govêrmmegnt t{hian. the, pfësen 
; Bonn "adminll allo. belal Démoctat 
` aeeused Hétr"Strguss of “attaékinğ thé 
' | Chancellor .in ap unfair manner” in thie 
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bard the campsite with soil from 
veyard (another taboo), 


Welfare officers who are al dl 
pathetic. towards Romanies at 
nicknamed the Gypsy Baron arf 
Lily, like Uta Horstmann from He. 


A number of prejudices and né 
assumptions are fostered bj inp 
ate behaviour on the Romani! 
part. Take, for instance, the né 
die rumour that gypsies hoard 
treasure. 


Frau Horstmann claims gp: 
regularly sentenced to inordinalelf} 
fines in court. “It's because nl 
manies think you can do anyihbj" 
money,” she says. 


“At times ridiculously high 22 
offered. You can hardly blame 
for thinking the money must 
somewhere, 


“No-one realises that the entit 
ly, including the most distal 
chips in to raise the cash.” 


Romanies need the help of اا‎ 
and are well ۰ of ا‎ 
iteracy campaign, for 0 
trying to reopen the case for pê 


Romany officials and welfare û 
feel they made slight headwy i 
suading an institution such a8 tê” 
rich Neumann Foundation ti ' 
important enough to be paid a 
and overnight expenses. 


2 14 

“It was the flrst time we have 
to make do with sleeping on 
rubber mattresses,” . says .Fral 
mann. 1 و‎ 

The major Romany orginiisalio 
How agreed on their objectivês to. 
feel they care heading in the 
“active solidarity” 


, ` “Wheki it comes to politlos Iti 
us to puf our own point Of vo. 


Herr Birkenfelder,. “We are 0 


satisfied simplly to be allowed. 


adds Herr Rose, . 

' The ‘Bremer gathering 1 ا‎ 

agreed that’ n 1 
‘Oné of their first riovés he 


` wield moral weapons, “Wé don't 
‘do what ‘the Moluccas do: 


Herr Rose éxplains. 
A xele 0 
the site ‘of th 
tiation camp, '. N 
E 1 
Aligemeiiéh 
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` What Is their future? A gypsy sita near Cologne. 


` begging; they :were deman 


e i 


officials 
dwellers. 

“What have gypsies got to be proud 
of? asks Matheus Weiss from Kiel, 
“What: they went through ir the con- 
Son camps or the filth they live 
inf - : 


from slum : ahd garbage tip 


“Our language does not have words 
for concepts such as old people's home 
or psychiatry,” replies Oskar Birkenfel- 
der. “That we can surely be proud of” 

But a functioning family life is of 
scant use to Matheus Weiss as long as 
he is unable to feed the family. 

He does a lot of travelling as û sales 
man, but because he cannot read or 
write he is unable to pass the driving 
test and has 15 convictions for driving 
without a valid licence, 

Not everywhere are Romanies as rea- 
dily accepted as in Freiburg, where 
Herr Birkenfelder is delighted with hou- 
sing that is in keeping with the gypsy 
mentality and sense of identity. 

There is ample room for large families 
without accommodation being restricted 
to virtual ghettoes, In Freiburg the gypsy 
community has a cultural centre and a 
primary schoo! of its own, 

“There is next to no truancy” Herr 
Birkenfelder says. Most Romanies listen 
to hiş report with amazement written all 
over their faces, The tales they mostly 
have to tell are somewhat different. 

There are the towns where Romany 
teenagers are banned from discotheques, 
where unsuspecting bureaucrats house 
gypsies in a building that also houses a 
horse butcher's (a powerful taboo) and 
where better informed neighbours bom- 
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Gypsy groups unite to - ) 
claim their rights 


anyone finds out Pm a gypsy. So I say 
Fm a Jew.” 

lt is jess than three months since 
German Romanies were publicly admit- 
ted by a prominent politician to have 
been a persecuted minority under the 
Nazis, 

But little has changed since the me- 
morial ceremony was held at Belsen, At 
least Dietrich Sperling, state secretary at 
the Bonn Housing Ministry, has under 
taken to avold forcing gypsles to con- 


orm. 

Music festivals, fine words and good 
will are not enough, however. Romani 
Rose is sceptical about the enthusiasm 
shown by non-gypsies, who are currently 
keen as mustard to fraternise and set up 
organisations of one kind or another. 

“We would do well to remember that 
we happen to be fashionable at the 
moment,” he says. 

He and fellow-spokesmen have their 
work cut out avoiding being viewed as 
either an official minority representation 
or little more than a joke, 

They continually run the risk of being 
regarded as either folksy or a fossil, 
which is why they have been quick to 
backtrack from pushing the music they 
feel is their most treasured cultural heri« 
tage. 

During the seminar a non-gypsy was 
heard to ask whether there would be any 
music that evening. “Not everyone plays 
music just because he is a gypsy” was 
the sludled Romany reply. 

“We need to approach local govern- 
ment officials” Herr Rose says, “Just 
holding seminars isn’t going to get us 
anywhere,” 

In Bremen, for instance, there is û 
local gypsies’ rights association of which 
two members of the city council are 
members. 

The association is envisaged as a lob- 
by, a means of bringing gypsies and 
non-gypsies together and a step in the 
direction of restoring Romany self-re- 
spect, 

Romany pride, pride in gypsyhood 
and the gypsy way of life, cast a magic 
spell but also proved an extremely con- 
troversial corrcept. 

Pride sets apart Romanies who have 
made the grade (by conventional stand- 


ards) from those who have not, suave 


, Friendly Islands, but not 
` quite a paradise ' 


an illustrated weekly magazine, he is 
claimed to have been truly regal in his 
generosity. 

Germans were allegedly not only en» 
titled to live in Tonga tax-free, they 
would also be given a plot of land. 

Doubtless inevitably, the Tongan 
High Commissioner in London was 
bombarded with inquiries, so much so 
that he has had tb appealfor respite; 

Apparently the King was misquoted. 
What he actually said was that ‘Tonga 
would always welcome, forejgnerë ' who 
invested in its agriculture and fisheries. 

„. But others, sad .to saj,. will be limited 
to .4 3-day stay subject to proof that 
they; have .sufficient funds, An. return 
tekel. i. FT i 

. (Hannovertohe Aflgoselig, 92, February, 1980) 


TE was not for nothing dubbed 
the Friendly Islands by Captain 
Cook, and since the state visit to Ger- 
many last year by its höspltable, heavy- 
weight king it has fascinated his hosts, 

Visitors to Tonge’s atolls and volcanic 
islands in the sun are reportedly wel- 
comed with garlands of flowers and 
suckling pigs roast on the spit, 


They may also be shown Tu't Malla, 


‘An old tortoise who is claimed to have 


been presented to Captain Cook too. To 
sun-starved Germans, Tonga, independ. 
ent since 1970, sounds very much like 
paradise on earth. 


. ı King Taufaahau Tutou Seems to have 


retained fond memories, of Germany too, 
In an Interview with. Bunte ifustriarta, 


force as representatives of three 
Romany organisations, meeting at a 
seminar İn Bremen, agreed to throw in 
their lot together. 

There was no champagne or polite 
applause either as Romani Rose, Oskar 
Birkenhauer and Theresia Seible signed 
on the dotted line. 

They did so on behalf of German 
gypsy groups, the Verband Deutscher 
Sinti, the Cinti Union Deutschland and 
the Comitee der Zigeuner/internationale 
Frauenorgan isation. 

Their declared aim was “no longer to 
passively tolerate in Justice, working pub- 
licly instead to help put paid to all 
manner of discrimination and preju- 


This joint endeavour amounts to more 
than much of what has been accom- 
plished by conventional gypsy welfare 
work over the past 30 years, 

In the quest for a new sense of iden- 
tity the country's major Romany organi. 
sations have Joined forces, reaching 
agreenient on regional and supra-region- 
al cooperation at a seminar arranged in 
Bremen by the Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation. . 

„So Bremen is a milestone in their 
progress towards a new image of therii. 
selves, It also marked the end of tute. 
lage by non-gypsy do-gooders. 

As the Romany community set about 
doing its own thing predictable re- 
sponses came from non-gypsy quarters. 

Silvia Sobeck, welfare officer of the 
Roman Catholic mission to gypsies and 
nomads, was one of those who declined 
to attend. 

“Sounds a shady business to me,” she 
explained, “especially as a majority of 
those who took part have lately voiced 
public criticism of my work and qualifi« 
cations,” 

But the 50,000 Romanies in Germany 
are determined to claim thelr rights, 
About 20 per cent of them, for instance, 
are still awaiting naturalisation. 

Yet only [0,000 are members of one 
or other of the organisations. Many can 
neither Tead nor write. How, as one par 
ticipant put it, are they to set about 
claiming their right ta surface from the 
dregs? ٤ 

Romani Rose is not a member of the 
community who is condemned to live 
on & garbage tip or alongside a sewage 
farm, But he readily admits the price he 
had to pay: “I succeeded in living a dif- 
ferent life because I used to disavow my 
race" He forbade his son to admit to 
being a Romany, for instance, 


` “You have to, IPs a matter of life or 
death,” another gypsy agrees, “If I go 
anywhere and say I'm a gypsy they 
chuck me out, If I say I'm a Jew I can 
suddenly do whatever I want” 


.- Hans Braun, a Romany from Badeh- 


Baden, is another gypsy who feels he 
has only been able to. survive by ex- 
changing one holocaust for another, 

‘He survived .internment in Flos 
senblrg concentration camp and since 
the war has tried his luck as a hoteller, 

“But I always have to: quilt onoe 
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Relations ‘are 
marked 
by trust 


Frankfurler Rundschau 


Since Schmidt is aware of this strate 
gy, his moderate optimism can only be 
based on the fact that the superpowers 
are talking to each other again. 

New disarmament talks between 
Washington and Moscow and, hence, be- 
tween the alliances represented by the lor Helmut Schmidt, 1 
two superpowers would relieve the Bonn Consensus was achieved during his 
Goverment of the necessity to charrgo ~7 TaIRgwfth™ President’ Carter ‘and other 
its détente policy. members of the Administration on all 

Ultimately, Herr Schmidt's optimism major points, the Chancellor told the 
expresses that bit of scope whicli Bonn press on his return from Washington, 
and Paris have managed to retain for fe conceded, however, that certain dif- 
their détente efforts within the Western ferences of views had remained unre- 
alliance. solved. 

The meeting in Hamburg between Bonn and Washingtor, he said, had 
French President Valery Giscard d'Esta- made considerable progress towards an 
ing and Schmidt was devoted to finding overall Westen concept, and the “re- 
ways and means of using this scope {0 maining differences do not concern 
promote America’s interests as well. essential Issues." 

One element in defusing the East They result from the different geopo- 
West relations is the West's increased  [itical situations of the two countries 
weight in the Arab Gulf states where and concern “nuances” in the assess- 
Giscard has just completed a successful ment of the autonomy of Third World 
visit. Moscow's plans for that region countries which must, in Bonn’s view, 
have been thwarted. be given greater emphasis than they at 

The question now is whether this will present receive in America. 
make Moscow make concessions on the Bonn, the Chancellor said, also has 
Afghanistan issue. somewhat more understanding for the 

The way things stand at present, the Islamic and above all the Arab states, 
frosty East-West relations can only be Anolher point on which the two 
thawed and relaxed if the Soviets give İn countries differ is {he Olympics issue. 
on Afghanistan. Bodo Schulte Herr Schitidt said: “This is a nuance 

(Nordwest Zetung, 13 March 1980) rd’ not a fundamental question” The 

__ United Slates has indeed definitely . de 

cided not to send its athletes to Moscow 

while Bonn still holds that it is up to 

the Soviet Union to create conditions 

that will enable all athletes to participate 
in the Games. 

But the Olympic issue has unwartan= 
tedly been depicted as the central the- 
me, After August, Herr Schmidt said, 

How much will the additional aid for this will no longer be an issue. 

Pakistan, the Gulf region and other The Chancellor called again on thie 
Third World countries cost us? HoW Tehran authorities to release the US 
much will we have to pay to America postages, He stressed his deep sympathy 
for the “infrastructure” of its troops with those people, the American nation 
should Washington want to extend iS gpd its Administration, which had 
presence in this country? shown great circumspection and acumen 

Schmidt's Washington talks have been in handling the matter. 
particularly unproductive on this score. 

We are thus running the risk that, 
pressed for time because the legislative 
period is running out, the coalition will 
pass a tax package that will overtax the 
coffers by several billion deutschemarks. 

The 1976 accusation that the Go- 
vernment deceived the public on the 
pensions issue could now be followed by 

ilar acousation onıtaXêg. - ۰.-4, .. 
mar circles speak of a “soft 
flank” ir a. political battle order that is 
otherwise still viewed as favourable. 

The FDP still holds that the public 

will go along with necessary cutbacks — 
provided, of course, that they are shown 
convincing and detailed calculations. 
- But these would haye to be presented 
by April to enable the Government to 
come up with a “small rather than un 
‘certain tax package.” : 2 

Bonn's visitors to America have little 
reason to expect that they will be able 
to give some hopeful signals soon. 

„The Bonin coalition is looking forward 
to the. day of reckoning .with consider- 
able wûrry.' And even the fact thet polis 
show that the  caalitlon Js th better 
shape now than it was four yeais ago is 
no gtéat congolatlon.. ‘Thomas Meyer  { 

' (Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeltiig 

fir Deutschland, 14 March 1980) 


elallons between Bonn and Wash: 
ington are “in oirder,, good and 
marked by mutual trust”, says Chancel- 


‘Admiratlon" for response 
of President Carter 


He again expressed his “admiration” 
for the US President and his response to 
the hostage affair. 1 
.. + Answer „journalist's . question, 
Herr Schmidt denied ever. Having called 
the US .President “incalculable”, saying 
that this expression was launched in 
Moscow. ٣ 1 
Concerning the world situation, Herr 
Schmidt said „that the development of 
the crisis made it clear that the 
independent role of the non-aligned 
nations and the respect due to them 
were two major elements of worid peace 
and stabiliy., 1 u 
"Bonn, he said, welcomes the fact that ° 
the people of Zimbabwe,’ aftef may 
years of civil war, have now dêcided thie- 
ir own political future in frée elections. 
He wished thé Winner of 'the :election, 
Robert Mugabe, success Ih his difficult 
task and assured :him.-of the Federal Re- 
public of’ Germs, ا‎ to coo 
ê ori a'partnérship basis, 
e n '' ' ` Dirk Corhelsen 
:-(rrankfurfer Ründabhau, L3 Maivh 19U) 


Washington, Bonn ‘agree 
on crucial points? 


The Soviet leader's offer to negotiate 
the issue of medium-range missiles in 
Europe if Nato rescinds its modermisa- 
tion decision in no way differs from the 
Kremlin’s previous stand, 

What remains is the correspondence 
itself and the obvious willingness of the 
superpowers to continue the CSCE 
process and to go through with the Fol- 
low-up Conference in Madrid, 

What also remains is the possibility of 
Chancellor Schmidt's going to Moscow, 
though this would be meaningless at 
present because Bonn cannot take up a 
position between the superpowers but 
only on the side of one of them. 

What Helmut Schmidt revealed about 
the contents of the Brezhnev letter can 
only lead to the conclusion that the 
Kremlin is still trying to drive a wedge 
between the Western allies and, in the 
long run, uncouple Western Europe 
from, America. 

The moderate tone of the letter in no 
way changes this assessment since the 
Soviets remain as unyielding as ever. 

The Soviets’ dual strategy is borne out 
by the recent attacks on Germany's 
policy by Pravda and the weekly Noroye 
Vremya. It is obvious that the Soviet 
aim is to divide the West by a stick- 
and-carrot policy while at the same time 
distracting attention from the Red Army 
in Afghanistan. 


Schmidt works on the 
domestic angle 


be niade, and there can hardly be any 
doubt as to what this decision will be. 

No-one in Bonn — and this includes 
the coalition government — believes 
that the Soviet Union will create a situa= 
tion that will permit everybody to par= 
ticipate in the Games. 

In fact, Brezhnev’s letter to Schmidt 
seems to haye dashed all hopes in this 
direction. 

It is therefore Ilkely that Bonn — hope- 
fully in concert with France — will 
stay away from the Games, and the ath- 
letes and officials will have littie choice 
but to pull out. 

Then why wait? This is the most Jike- 
ly question to be asked by thé QOpposi- 
tion, supported. by pools that show, that 
two-thirds of the public fayour,a boy- 
cott. a 

It is only naturalfor the conservatives 
to depict the Chancellor. as a man iur=- 
turing Olympic illusions, . .:  . 

The coalition’ argument that, it is 
biding its time, hoping to eliminate any 
European discord, is unlikely to .find 
buyers among the electorate... .. . 

The material. consequences.. of the 

Afghanistan crisiş , hit where .it hurts. 
Here time is running out for the Gor 
vernment. The closer. we get to election 
day without ,clearly calculating the ost 
of .the Afghanistan crisis to, this country, 
the harder. it. will become to tell the 
electorate exactly where,it stands,  . 
` This is most obvious with regard to 
the promised tax package. Will there 
havé to be cutbacks in thê tax rellef and 
byhow much? ° "° 


out in even tougher ang oy 
that hundreds of thousand dk 
would be at stake of the 8 
were to place no more orders liy 
West. 

But Soviet commentators HF 
griest of all about Bonrr'’s roje hf 
tern arms policy, 

Tass wrote that the West Gy 
Chancellor was helping the Cary 
ministration to upset the in| 1 
balance of power and establish Yg j 
supremacy. 

He was also prepared to make 1 ٣ 2 : 
man military contribution outa E 
Nato sector, plunging Eutope iy hington and Born have 
arms race that “could make i af a consensus ort crucial ques- 
tente ort the Continent out of theq tlons, the Chancellor, Helmut Schmidt, 
tion.” told a Press conference on his return 

New Times dealt with the gy from the United States. 9 
about an alleged reinforcement | However the “crucial questions” did 
Bundeswehr and longer period of not include the issue of an Olympic 
scription, recalling the “disgracefuF, boycott. 
Born played in the Nato ا‎ The Chancellor said the West, initial- 
velop a new generation of medin İy helpless over the Soviet invasion of 
missiles for Europe. i 5 coming up with an 

Wh EW, concep’ 
E a German-German „relations remained 
Josef Strauss’s views orı detentg gı unaffected by the crisis and the dialogue 
the commentary claimed. --.. between the superpowers continues, 

Herr Strauss, it said, felt that e But the “signals” that are supposed to 
events confirmed that the 10 yej buttress Helmut Schmidt's optimism on 
Ostpolitik’ had been a mistake, : new East-West negotiations concerning 

Bonn, Soviet analysts iı medium-range missiles are fUZZy. 
playing Washington's game, and sı I8 it perhaps Leonid Brezhney'’s letter 
Moscow considers America's polgı © Schmidt, which he discussed with 
hindrance to further detente, Boh Jimmy Carter, that he means when 
policy has gained this reputation tw,  feferring to the “many signals”? 

Bonın’s value as a partner has dei if this is so, the Chancellor's moder- 
in Moscow’s estimation, Soviet hott tle optimism seems to have no basis 1 
persuading Bonn to pursue & comm fact. Breziınev’s letter was directeı 
interest have been dashed, aginst US policy and, as Schmidt put it, 

Eduard Neu marked by soliciting understanding for 
: (Süiddeutsche Zeitung+12 Maud Ihe Soviet cause. . 


wl FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


that it would not be participsting ili he Bonn Government now faces 
boycott of the Moscow Olympic. the domestic repercussions of the 

The relaxations envisaged milk % Afghanistan affair. Chancellor Schmidt 
involve & reduction in the Bg 4W will probably try some new approaches 
which travel to the West is % in his State of the Nation message. 
in keeping with other East bloc s#% His visit to Washington did little to 
permission to every citizen to undelk clarify ways and means of coping with 
one trip a year to the West, the East-West crisis. 

The ,announcement that exit pem So now his aim will be to prevent the 
will be issued for a number Opposition from gaining the upper hand 
writers is doubtless intended as a PI in the domestic arena as the Parliamen- 
sor of such liberality, tary election campaign gets under way. 

This would not be such a ma” But since the political and strategic 
move either, Bonn would surely be concept with which the West, spear- 
ing to make ga fair number of headed by America, wants to respond to 
in retum for tangible relaxationsoltF the conflict has little substance so far, 
el restrictions for GDR citizens. the Bonn Government is hard put to 

But it is not going to sactifice depict the consequences at home. 
rity with Nato, let alone allow thé As a result, there is growing concern 
to reward it for so doing. : : ° hat the electorate might become inse- 
“In othèr words, the two Gere ure in trying to answer the question: 
might attempt to salvage their 7 : will the crisis cost us? 
relationship during short-term phases This refers not only to money but to 
tenslon, but ‘the. deeper, the EastW® the political price as well, Bonn can 
conflict digs, the less they will bê ## cope wit Moscow's stepped up attacks 
to maintain their idyll, on Schmidt and Genscher in the know- 

2 ` Joachim ledge that America, too, has been told 
(Die Zelt, 14 about and understands Germany’s inter- 


est in a continuing East-West ee‏ ج 
ah aoa Tefhnnve: | With emphasis on restoring the balance‏ 
ahe German Tribute, i o phasis 9‏ 
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proving. 2 
Bonn takes it as a good omen that the 
. GDR-did not permit the Leipzig Fair. to 
suffer from the present frosty relatlons 
In world politics. .And .the part which 
Lower Saxony’s Finançe Minister Lelsler- 
; Kiep, CDU, hss played in, trade .matters 
j n Leipzig points to a non-partisan. con- 


IS Ok ha a TE 
e issue of the Olympic boyeolt ir 
1 tricky. Bonn, wants. to play this 

' down until 25 May, ths cloşing date for 
|| 'eistration for the Moscow Games. 
İ even so, a' decision will have ‘to 
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no longer leave room for doubt as Soviet 
interpreters see it, 

Soviet commentaries on Herr 
Schmidt's Bundestag address and criti- 
cism of the results of his meeting with 
Mr Carter voice misgivings along the 
lines of actions speak louder than words. 

And the actions, as Moscow sees 
them, are, for instance, that Bonn is 
prepared to go along with US plans to 
boycott the Olympics unless Russia 
enables all] countries to take part, 

This determination has come as a 
surprise to the Soviet Union, which ohly 
goes to show either that Bonn’s policy 
was conducive to misunderstanding or 
that Moscow was willing to misunde- 
rstand it, 

Mosçow also feels Bonn has reviewed 
its outlook on a trade embargo since it 
has now refused to supply strategic 
goods and plug gaps left by the US boy» 
cott. 

The Soviet Union was ‘counting on 
West Germany as its major trading pa+ 
rtner in the West and seems likely to 
respond with displeasure if Bonn sticks 
to its present line. 2 

Tass reported in a more-or-less rhet- 
orical vein that Herr.Schmidt had for- 
gotten to mention what consequences 
could ensue for the West German eco- 
nomy. . 


A commentary in New Tirme$: Spelt, it 1 


2 


Bl SOVIET-GERMAN RELATIONS 
Russians launch propaganda war 
on Bonn foreign policy 


ing to make a different assessment of 
Bonn’s policies. 

The scant attention paid to the West 
German debate on consequences to bo 
taken as a result of the invasion of Afg- 
hanistan was typical of this rethink, - 

The Soviet media chose to hold fire 
on Europe (except Britain) vehemently 
criticising US policy instead as a would- 
be reversion to cold warfare. 

An event such as the January Bundes- 
tag debate was given not a mention in 
Soviet commentaries even though it 
fleshed out the policy lately outlined in 
Chancellor Schmidt's foreign policy 
statement and culminated in agreement 
with Washington, 


In February, Moscow rang the detente 
changes, praising the successes of the 
10s and the benefits enjoyed by both 
East and West as a result. 


The Bonn Government's declaration 
of solidarity with the United States 
sounded llke little more than lip service 
and appeared to be more than offset by 
its failure to fall in immediately with 
the US-backed Olympic boycott or other 
counter-measures, 

But Moscow has ceased to hold fire 
since the last Bundestag foreign policy 
debate. For the time being Bonn’s days 
of grace. have .irawn to a close. 0 

Té verbal pronouncements apparently 


Both sides keen on keeping 
Berlin free of tension 


Mr Carter's message was addressed not 
to the GDR Government but to fair vi. 
sltors, yet even so it is true that the 
United States blames the Soviet Union, 
not its socialist allies, for the situation, 

The GDR leadership evidently not 
only believes tension to be regionally dic 
visible and currently limited to the Near 
East; it also believes there can be ga sec- 
toral division between tension and de- 
tente. ا‎ 

Bonn Defence Minister Hans Apel is 
lambasted in the Press as a “ruthless 
agent of the mllitary-industrial com- 
plex,” an “agitator” and an “arms race 
minister.” 

At the Krupp stand in Leipzig, Herr 
Honecker at the same time turned on 
the sweetest of smiles, expressing hopes 
of ever better economic ties, 

The GDR would very much prefer in 
tra-German business deals to be affected 
as little as possible by the Jess salubrious 
repercussions of politics, 


Just as Bonn is interested in a min- 
imum of consensus with the GDR, lar 
gely in the interest of Berlin, the GDR 
government depends onı the foreign ex- 
change it earns from the intra-German 
treaties snd or modernisation of its 
oY with the aid of intra-Gêrman 
trade, ار‎ 


It iş reported from East ‘Berlin that 
GDR, Foreign Minister Oskar Fischer on 
his latest trip to Moscow was given a 
free hand to hold further. riegotiations 
with Bonn. 


The GDR is said to be’ prepared to 
countenance -further travel; aljeviations 


for its .citizenglf Bonn. werg, to indicate 


is extremely muted. Since the Afghan 
crisis all sides have been painstakingly 
keen to observe restraint in Berlin at 
least, 

The Westem Powers were quick to 
gain the impression that the Soviet 
Union did not intend to use West Ber 
lin as a means of letting off steam. 

The West, too, is keen not to carry 
over tension to Berlin, The State 
Department, the Foreign Office and the 
Quai d'Orsay have advised their diplo- 
mats to make the Soviet Union feel the 
change of climate everywhere except in 
Berlin. ل‎ 

Political observers do not expect the 
situation to grow more complicated in 
West Berlin until (and always providing) 
the Westen Powers and Bonn agree to 
boycott the Moscow Olympics and 
maybe place a substantial damper on 
trade with the East bloc, 

So far, though, bath the Soviet Union 
and the GDR would prefer to avoid ap- 
plying pressure on the divided city, East 
German leader Erich Honecker took care 
to emphasise the cordial nature of intra- 
German trade ties at this years Leipzig 
spring fair, 

Herr Honecker was not alone in fore- 
casting a “good year for economic rela»: 
tions.” Many West German exhibitors at 
Leipzig agree, testifying to a degree of 
inim seldom heard at 4 Leipzig 

ai. 

The GDR Press paid special attention 
to a Leipzig Fair message from President 
Carter, doubtless thereby intending to 
convey the impression that the GDR 
Was unaffected by the conflict between 
Washington and Moscow, ا‎ 


Si media criticism of Bonn’'s po» 
licies by no mean heralds a new atti- 
tude towards West Germany by the 
Kremlin. Ht is already an expression of 
the new attitude, 

Bonn, as Moscow sees it, is drifting 
completelj in Washington's wake, 
having forfeited its political independ- 
ence. 

The Nato decision to install a new 
generalion of medium‘range nuclear 
missiles in central Europe is taken as a 
pretext for n0 longer viewing Bonr’s po- 
icles in terms of the Ostpolitik of yes- 
terycar. 

At the time Moscow did not expressly 
assert that endorsement of the Nato de- 
clslon was evidence of a new quality in 
Bonn's foreign polly, 

The Soviet Union did, however, try to 
coilvince Bonn how dangerous arms 
modernisation was and suggestlons were 
made that Bonn failed to see how serl- 
ous the situation was. 

This in itself did not necessarily mean 
there would be a fresh political confron=- 
tation between the two. Ht took the 
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan to add a 
new and serious feature to the game, 

Not even in Soviet propaganda has a 
link been forged between Western re- 
armament and Soviet intervention, but 
Bonn's attitude gradually resulted in .the 
Kremlin reviewing its position and start- 


A! 12.11 hours on the first Friday in 

March an explosive device went off 
in the tollet of the Soviet consulate-ge¬ 
neral in West Berlin. 

A parlition wall was blown to bits, an 
office was destroyed and a safe moved 
several metres under the impact, 

A few minutes later a man speaking 
broken German rang Deutsche Presse. 
Agentur in Frankfuri and Rias, & radio 
station, in West Berlin, claiming Afghan 
rebels were responsible, 

An explosive device was also found In 
the Frankfurt Aeroflot office, so all 
Soviet installations are being guarded 
more carefully, 

In West Berlin that means more than 
half a dozen offices, mostly set up in 
the wake of the 1971  Four-Power 
Agreement. 

There is the consulate-general, the 
Soviet foreign trade organisations’ office, 
the Aeroflot and Intourist offices, the 
Novosti, lzvestis and Tass bureaus and 
the homes of about 50 Soviet officials, 

The bomb attack achieved axactly 
what the Bonn Govemment, the West 
Berlin Senale and the three Western 
Powers hed hoped to avoid: the spread 
of the Afghanistan conflict to the 
balance of interests in Berlin. 

Hermann Meyn, spokesman for the 
Berlin Senate, was quick to condemn 
the “heinous attack” in the strongest 
terms. ۰ 

But the Soviet embassy in East Berlin, 
which is not formally responsible for 
the West Berlin consulatc-general, lost 
Ho time in blaming the West Berlin 
authorities for the atlack, 

The Soviet Union lodged a protest 
with’ {he three Weslern Powers, calling 
for the culprits to be arrested and give 
exemplary punislıment, for damages and 
for guarantees of the safety of its citl- 
zens and installations. : 

" Even so, in. Berlin tho Sovlet response 


but also has relatively lenient laws' $o» 
veming. I: 

An Interior Minıistry spokesman, for 
instance, sald thê German political asy- 
lum legislation is exemplary. 

Pending final government decislon, he 
intimated that his Ministry favours easier 


„, naturalisation procedures although this 


would not solve the integration problem. 

He also stressed that the reactions of 
the countries of origin must bê takèen 
Into account because many of them suU- 
spect that this is ã ploy to attract thelr 
more educated citizens, 

Oni the ötlièr hand, even the Councll 
of Europe opposes dual çitizenghip be- 
cause it has drawbacks for the person 
concêrhed. ` tk ٤ 
" For frstance the ‘lega protectlon' & 
German citizen enjoys abroad would not 
hold true in the country of which he 
has a second citizenship. 1 

According to a 1977 regulation, resi- 
dence petmits aré usually convêrted into 
a right to residenıcê after five years, 1 

Meanwhile, one fi four foreigners In 
this country enjoys this right. 

Though thete is io intention to coup- 
1o residencê and wotk permits, legal 
provisions on this issue ate Vague, 


Welfara tights open 
.- . 0 everyone 


Another important aspect is that all 
foreigners in this country regardless of 
their legal status are entitled to social 
welfare. This alone is such an improve- 
ment compared with their home coun-= 
trles that it explalns why 95 per cent of 
asylum applications are turned down be- 
cause the applicant has come for feasons 


_._gther _than _those . warranting political 


asylum. :.,.. ا‎ 

Concerning tlie radicalisatlion of for 
elgners — especially Turks ~- the Interi- 
or Ministry estimates that 10 per cent of 
them belong to organised political 
groups ranging from nationalist via Is- 
1am movements sll the way to Marxist 
extremists, 

Bonn disagrees with Berlin's Senator 
of the Interior that the danger comes 
primarily from the rightist groups. 

But Berlin journalists hold that Bonn 
has not draw šts conclusions from the 
established fact that trouble breaks out 
sooner in Berlin than in other parts of 
the country. - 

Berlin Senator Heimann, who had just 
completed a fact-finding four on the inc 
tegration of aliens, dil not contradict 
this contention, Güùnter Matthes 

{Der Tagestplezel, 2 March 1980) 


According to Bonn proposals, policy 
makers in the labour and education sece 


torş_both in. and İn the LAnder are 
to ensure that ‘the tranşijon. from school 
to job training .is madé easier for. foreign 
juveniles. 4 ٤ 


This is to include extensive pilot pra- 
grammes for training in quasi-govern- 
mental facilities; intensive German lan- 
guage courses for older juveniles who 
.have come to this country to join, their 
parents, and stepped-up meagures, {o 
prepare them for their working lve, 

These courses, organised by the ‘Eede- 
ral Labour Office, are aiso :}è ynabie 
some of the dropouts to complete their 
education. 1 

The Labour Minist 
formation campalgi 0 

ICR tO soh 
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a Bonn works on a set of guidelines 
A to. hasten integration. 


still abroad. Moreover, this waiting peri- 
od is less harşh than the deadline regu- 
lation whereby those who entered the 
country after 1973 haye no right to ã 
work permit. The latter has encouraged 
illegal work: - 

Easier naturalisation procedures are 
recommended, But the . deportation of 
juveniles who are children of foreigners 
living in this county and who have 
broken the law is to be carried out only 
in the most severe cases, _ 

Other aims include: nêw intensive 
language courses for juveniles; improved 
occupational and social counsellirig; and 
an İnformatioi campaign abûut the 
aliens problem aimed at thê German 
population. E 1 

A representative of the German Trade 
Union Federation (DGB) told . Berlin 
umalists how the union saw the situa- 
tion. 

He sald that, back in 1954, the DGB 
by no means welcomed the recruiting 
drive and considered it as a temporary 
measure, 8 

He also sald that it was easier to talk 
of international solidarity than to prac- 
tise it. Even so, lhe went on, the DGB 
promoted social and labour market 
equality in lls own interest, Le. to pre- 
vent the formation of a reserve labour 
pool that would exert pressure on wages. 

Pensions agreements with other coun- 
tries and in favour of foreign workers 
are, he sald, exemplary. 

As far back as 1956, the DGB estab- 
lished its first office for Italians in 
Düsseldorf. Today, 37 per cent of our 
foreign workers are Turks and 47 per 
cent (more than any other group of for= 
eigners) are unionised, compared with 33 
per cent for German workers. 

Of the nation’s 195,000 works council 
members, more than 3 per cent are for= 
eigners. 

Asked what he would consider proof 
of a foreigners willingness to become 
integrated, the union man said; “That he 
legrns German,” ENE 

There is a certain political paradox of 
the integration. problem that Germany, 
which does not want to be an İmımigra- 
tion’ country due to the density of its 
population, not only attracts foreigners 


e. 


` marliy by the Bonn, Ministrles.o! UT, 
‘Interior and Education; -.! '- 
` hê Inteflor Ministry also supports an 
initiative by North Rhine-Westphalia 
‘that would ‘enable the children of for” 
eigners aged between .18 and 21 and be- 
‘longing to the seoond or' third gen; 
-tion (most of them born in this cow 
to'apply for German citizenship gar arê 
. -* .athar 1 
2: or nel decir tne 


jsten® ‘es. 
2 con! mills 


{.Labo 


reğülations enıployment 


niles living in this ‘colntry do nét com- 
plete their vocational training} 60 per 
cent ' drop out: of ' the compulsory 
Hauptschule; and 60 pêr cént fall to at- 
tend vocational schools, 

But even thé mote successful of thesê 
youig peopis aré stymied by testriotive 
mieasures such as walting tlmés and 
prlority for Germans when it comes to 
looking for a job. 

‘In fact, most of them afs exèlUded 
from our labout market and can hope 
for unskilled work at best — work whlch 
Germans don't want. Othêérs are driven 
underground and provide new blood for 
criminal gangs. 

Gerrnany would thus orfly serve its 
own basio security fieeds by savihg 
younk foreigners from a pariahelike ex- 
istence. 1 

Last November, the Coordination 
Group at the Bonn Labour Ministry, 
consisting of employers, union represen- 
tatives, the churches, two Lãnder the 
Federal Labour Office, various ministries 
and the political parties tepresentated in 
the Bundestag, put forward remedial 
proposals. 

The . proposals were adopted unani- 
mously except for the votes of the 
CDU-ruled Lênder which opposed the 
elimination of the “national classes” at 
school, involving the separation of Ger« 
mans and foreigners as practised in Ba- 
varia. 

But the Coordination Group achieved 
consensus on several important points: 

It proposes one year intensive Ger- 
man courses for all foreign children 
without Hauptschule graduation. This is 
to prepare them for their working lives 
and would require 20,000 study places 
instead of the present 7,000. 

It wants legal title to access to the la- 
bour market for applicants who have 
taken part in such a course or have 
graduated from Hauptschule. 

‘The two-year residence requirement 
bêfore acquiring such title is to be üp- 
held to prevent an influx of youngsters 


„| Programme séeks to e2 


he moré than’ ‘Im foreign juveniles 

: who live or were bom: in the Fede- 
ral Republic öf Germany are to be given 
a.Jegal claim: to a work permit. .., : . 
` Moreover, they are nat:to be placed, at 
a disadvantage when applying for ah ap- 
prenticeship or a job provided they have 
the same qualifications, aş their: German 
countorpartg.:.. . ar 2 

These are the major points of an 
extensive political programme that has 
been coordinated between the Bonn 
ministries concerned anıd presehited -to 
-the Chancellor aid the cabinet. . 

Thé cabinet session ‘at which the pro- 
‘gramırie’ will ‘bê dealt with is schedule: 
for 19-March,’ ' ا‎ 
` 'Thê' project has been worked 
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ي lr‏ کوخ 
Gr Wirtschaftswundêr ` 25‏ 2 
AF years ago would have ground to a‏ „. 
i standstill; had it not been for : foreign‏ 
workers — despite the fact that. Im.pep+‏ 
pls were unemployed, :,: ., ...‏ 
Recruiters fanned out from Madrid to‏ % 
Bosporus and. the workers came —‏ 
ight mil Î them. But of thesè ûhe+‏ 
arte was - al homewatd BSL.‏ 
called it rotation in those days.‏ 
In 1973 the Gûvernment inpošed, a‏ ` 
ban on the firihg of forelğn labour’ ahd‏ 
the influx stopped. 2‏ 

Somêé of those with ù4 how were borri 
in this country and speak neither thelr 
mother tongue nor German properly. 
But their needs are geared to the stand» 
ard of liviung in Germeny and not , İn 
Turkey’s Anatolia. . 

In West Berlin, meanwhile, one in ter 
legal residents is a foreigner and one in 
20 a Turk. Nation-wide, Germany has a 
foreign popülatiori of more than’ 4m, 6.5 
per cent. 2 

Schleswig-Holsteln has the fewest atid 
Berlin the most foreigners. Of the alles 
living in Germany, im are undêér 18. 

Hoy is affluent Germany coping with 
this situation economically, socially and 
morally? 5 

None of our policy nıakêrs are con= 
sidering deportation or enforced Germa“ 
nisation. 

The number of those prepared to re- 
tum home voluntarily is dwindling. 
They no longer view themselves as for- 
eign workers — nor do they want to be- 
come Germans. 

So what about integration? 

The Bonin cabinet wants to give some 
guidelines to the L#rder and the muni= 
cipalities. 

A senior civil servant at the Bonn La- 
tour Ministry recently seid: “Unless we 
come up with some more imaginative 
ldeas, we'll be faced with explore 
ing - iw Situation.” Statistics confirm his fears. 
eng clase, HE elle Breuane OF qh 19 mm foreign workers and the 
cacy of the unpropertled, theihaverê 100,000 jobless aliens in’ this country, 

He established’ a fruitful, infix me 600,000 are Turks. : 
relatlonship with the trade unions ® Due to the’ EEC Association ` Agreê- 


Conrad Ahlers 
(Photoı Svan 


successor to Herr Steigner and şı, 
werful man. As administrative diy 
of Deutsche ‘Welle he is respons 
finance. He is so the authorltys & 
legal officer, 

Is that not tod ample an assis 
of responsibilities? “This collecim 
responsibilities has mounted up #1! 
sult of several unfortunate colnellz 
including Herr Steigner’s illness, - 

“The changes that may be consi 

suitable will remain to be seen. 
will need discussing with the app 
ate bodies and with Herr Fellhauer i 
self.” 
. Among Deutsche Welle staf lk 
Ahlers enjoys an advance repulalkf 
being approachable, except when ki 
in an ill-hüumoured mood, whith kf 
from infrequently. 2 

All told he will be expected brê 
ure up to a high standard: the epê . 
tion that he will run the station ki 
journalistic manner and back hi € 
journalistic staff to the:hilt. 

Hans Werner Kell 
(KölIner Stadt-Anzoiger, 1 Mardi 


social commitment and the socal 
gations incumbent on the prop 


advocate of ‘the single {or ment, they will enjoy the same freedom 
unio idea, which was long of movement as nationals of all other 
with'suspiclon in Churoh'cireles,’ i Community members tome 1986. 0 
He wènt on to become af #l™, „ According to a spokesman of the 
advocate of hutnanisation of the ¥ ا‎ Association, e 69 per 
world and .& partisan, of. thie wl nt of allen wake i, Germany ie 
class who was repeatedly suispeedé mving for a house’ or apartment ‘8 
Marxism (but he pi fered, to, , lome, indicating that they would like.to 
the worki s'» êllenation fron ® turn at some point. . 
Church an intolerable “scandal, But this does rot apply ‘to the secon 
“His views were reflected in Pope ` Wd third generation. Thé combined 
Xs 1931 encyclical, . Quadra Turkish labour fotce abroad is estimated 
Anno, başed. mainly.an A draft FF; 0: have transferred “home foreign ex- 
by von.Nell-Breuning, i change to the tune fi $1,7bh in 1979. : 
Th ۳ 8 ‘stin ت‎ RE Sixteen per cent of foreign children in 
er EE GT 
: E 100 nderstandably so’ 
a ر‎ j Tuklsh’ children at home mont gû to 
Church social apostolacy)had bee; a e 2 ê 
Led XIPs Novarum; Rerurh.:. '.' by e eon jdered by: hiş parents to have 
"Bit: Papal ‘guldslinés' maie’ 4 hed with hol 
Baek in ‘Turkey, some 800,000 chil- 
dıen of Turkish workers in this country 
Who recive child subsidies from the 
` government are waiting to be 
: brought {o Germany... OES 
I is these” newcomer or potential 
; Tewcomerg, who, pose ‘the greatest prob- 
; lem forthe German educational and ¥o- 
training system. 

Seventy ‘five péf' cent ûf ‘foreign juve- 


. the workin 


hihgs, 
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Josef Strauss, who as the Minister re- 
sponsible for the Spiegel Affair was 


- forced to tender his resignation and for- 


` felt the defencé portfolio, 
The service he now heads transmits 
93 programmes in 34 languages (includ- 


. ing. Sanskrit) by short wave. This year 
' ° the budget will .be. a .good DMSO: 


from the Finance Miistry’s estimates. 

But with cash growing harder .{o come 
by, Deutsche Welle may, liké the BBC's 
once-flourishing external services, face 
swingelig cuts, ' ' 

“I am not in the least worried ‘our 
programmes might be cut,” he says, and 
senior ‘staff in Cologne agree that in 
times, of crisis foreign-language exter- 
nal services gain in importance. 

In any. .caşes short-wayé radio is 
then the only medium via which people 

in other countfiés can bè briefed on 
Bonn's policlek: 2 

‘Does this make it a government 
mouthpiece? “It is not a government 
transmitter, It is a transmitter of the Fe 
deral Republic,” Ahlers says, 2 

„ Îs its brief, that of conveying German 
views on major issueg, even feasible 
when there are such deep-seated differ 
ences of opinion in Born 

“Why not? I am all in favour of 
balance. I find ft easy, Naturally the go- 
vernment's viewpoint enjoys & certain 
prlortty. It 1s bound to do so in trans- 
mission bound for other countries; 
regardless who is in power. But that 
dgesn't' meah the others must go empty- 
handed” 

Doss Herr Ahlers believe the political 
parties will allow him and luis staff to 
get on with their jobs in peace and 
quiet? 2 

“! am sorry to hear that now and 
again attempts are made to, shlp domes 
tic disputes abroad via the radio station. 
That, of course, is quite absurd” 

The indications are that any such at- 
tempt will be promptly cold-shouldered 
by Conny Ahlers, 

His deputy, Heinz Fellhauer, a Chris- 
tian Democrat, was mooted as a possible 
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No stiff upper lip from 


new top radio man 


would feel obliged to .claim. that ‘the 
authority was not run by a balanced pay 
roll, ر‎ 5 

Herr Ahlers isa somewhat unusual 
instance of political balance inasmuch as 
he has mûde a name for himself by get 
ting on the wrong side of his own party, 

In 1947 he was one of the founder» 
members of Junge .Unfon, the youth ‘or 
ganisation of the Christian Democrats, 
In his home town of Hamburg, 

In 1968, after two yêars as deputy 
chief government spokesmah in Bonn. 
with the backing of Foreign Minister 
Willy Brandt, he joined the SPD. , . 
. În the 1972 general election. he won 
Bad Kreuznach for the Special Demo» 
crats, registering a substantial gain in the 
number of constituency votes polled by 
the SPD, . . 

But as an MP he ‘went oni to pen 
newspaper articles that upset not only 
the Jungsozialisten; his latest gaffe was a 
broadside aimed at SPD Defence Min 
ister Hans Apel, EAS 

As a journalist he has worked for half 
a dozen well-known and highly reputed 
media. Back in 1948 he worked for the 
BBC German service, A year later he 
joined Sorntagsbiatt, a political weekly 
associated with the Protestant Church. 

Then he wrote for Die Welt, Frankur- 
ter Rundschau, Der Spiegel, Hamburger 
Mitgélipost and Wirtschaftswoche. 

He really hit the headlines in 1962 
when an aticle of his, Bedingt abwehrbe- 
reit (Defence Prepared: Up To A Point), 
triggered the Spiegel Affair, 

Ahlers was accused of treason and ar- 
rested while on holiday in Spain. He 
spent two months in gaol, 

Yet he later got on well with Franz 


A ceaseless search for 
. Christian guidelines 


Evolution, he has always. felt, is more 
effective than idealistic confrontation, 
and in principle there was only one phir 
losophical and theological yardstick by 
whj¢h he could gû, ' ' 

.. His brlef must be to do and ‘tty any 
thing and everything that miğht promise 
man İn general and the Working mgr in 
Particular more freedom and šelf-attain- 


. Tnent'(i' muth-vaunted objective): 


In claiming propérty as a human tight 
he did not mean 'a legal title to which 
i Popetroning classês could - lay 

aim. 


` Roman Catholic sacial. teachings were 
misused: for far too long and taüght by 
the Church itself. as &' nieans of. safe» 
guarding traditional but unequal and in- 
equitable property ownership; .-. .: 

Fr Nell-Breuning meant something 
else, Human nature, if it is.to develop 
its capabilities'to thé full; neéds its share 
of garthly ‘goods ind’ chattel, heı reac 
soned. ' ` Eb HA A RE 


“ Only by  aoquirink propeity does 
mahkind learn how to’ aşsurié personal 


how' to care and plan; 
greater independence a 


fain 
umanity . 


FE 


.. kong before it became faşhionsble ia ` 
the Roman Catholis CHE O till e 


. responsibilty for looking. aft 


‘even 


Oswald von Nell-Breuning. 
€ „ (Photo: KNA) 
He has never concemed himşelf with 


a model social order or the stat 
felt If should be, He has a a 


ioşt exclusi- 
vely wondered what could be done. ip 


the given circumstances. 


. His interest has been in what refoims : 


werê feasible and to the point to initlats 
improvements in the şystem that would 


benefit gyetyone,.. ., 


Bonn MP Conrad Ahlers, a former editor 
of Der Spiegel, the Hamburg naws- 
weskîy, and chisf government spokesmin 
when Willy Brandt was Chancellor, has 
taken over as director-general of Devt- 
sehe Welle, the Cologne short-wavê 
statlon spêciallsing in external services. 


t goes without saying that even as di 

rector-gençra]l of a radio statjon with a 
payroll of. 1,400 and listeners all. over 
the world Conrad “Conny” Ahlers, 57, 
does .nol opt for the stiff upper, Ip of 
officlaldom, 

Asked how he feels about his new 
job, he says: “I'm really looking forward 
to It" And he repeats a çomment to 
which others would - not .so readily 
admit: “This one's a winner,” 

He has certainly had more than his 
fair share of luck, Even a journalist with 
Ahlers’ experience standş only an  out- 
0 chance of landing a top radio or TV 
ob. : 

The political partles, intent On trying 
to këep tabs on the broadcasting autho- 
rities, tend to prefer administrators with 
legal qualificationê, 

Walter Steigner, 66, his predecessor, 
who retired on reaching the age limit, 
happened to be a Journalist too by pro- 
fession, tot to mention a member of the 
Social Democratic Party. 

Conny Ahlers is a Social Democrat 
too, which madé matters baslor, since 
broadcasting appointments are invariably 
sharêd out between the partles, 

By the terms of an unwritten law the 
appointment of a direotor-goneral with 
afflltations to another party would have 
necessitated a party-political reshuffle al! 
along the line. 

Otherwise one party or the other 


Wr a man reaches the age of a 

Miethuselem it is no mean thing 
to be able’ to note with respect that he 
is still alive and well, following the 
coursé of contemporary events with 
interest and understanding, 

In Oswald von Nel!-Breuning's case it 
would be a poor tribute. At the age of 
90 he is not only still around; he is still 
an aclive, at times an impetuous man. 

And his activities amount to more 
than mere conservation of a legacy or 
warning noises about the future, He is a 
man of commitment, concerned about 
topical, up-to-the-minute problems. 

Fr Oswald von Neil-Breuning 3.J, thè 
Nestor of Romanı Catholic social teach 
ings in Germany, laught at the Jesuit 
Academy of. St Georgen from 1928, at 
the Academy of Labour from 1949 and 
at Frankfurt University from 1956, 

Never in all these years of teaching 
and writing has he concemed himself 
with anythlhg other than the quest for 
guidelines by which to deal with Issues of 
thé day that were in keeping with Chrls- 
tlan social philosophy, - 

Fresh issues have arisen from one day 

„fo the next in. the headlong rush of in- 
dustrial society and its irresistible 
change and transformation in’ the’ wake 
of technological trends, . . 
„ His “praxis-orientated theory” û term 
borrowed Irom W, Schwaderlapp, whose 
intelligent interpretation of it has just 
been published by Patmos , Verlag, 
Düsseldorf, to mark Fr Nell-Bréeuning$ 
9th birthdaj, has never been aimed at 
what might be, called an ideal solutjon. 


but also has relatively lenient laws’ $0’ 
verning. 

An Interior Ministry spokesman, for 
instance, sald thë German political asy- 
lum legislation is exemplary. 

Pending final government decision, he 
intimated that his Ministry favours easier 


. naturalisation procedures although this 


would not solve the integration problem. 

He also ştressed that the reactions of 
the countries of origin must bê takèn 
into account because many of them su- 
spect that this is ã ploy to atttact their 
more educated citizens, 2 

Ön the öthiêr hand, even the Council 
of Europe opposes dual .çitlzenship be- 
cause İt has drawbacks for the person 
concerhed. 0F ا‎ 

For' instance the ‘legal protection’ a 
German cllizen enjoys abroad would not 
hold tué in the country of which he 
has a second Cilzenahip: 

According to a 1977 regulation, resi- 
dence permits arè usually convèrted into 
a rlght to resldenicê after five yeats. 

Meanwhile, one Ih four foreigners in 
this country enjoys this right. 

Though there is no intention to caup- 
le residence and wotk permits, legal 
provisions on this issue ate vaguê, 


Welfare rights open 
to everyone 


Another important aspect is that all 
foreigners in this country regardless of 
their legal status are entitled to social 
welfare. This alone is such an improve- 
ment compared with their home coun- 
tries that it explalns why 95 per cent of 
asylum applications are turned down be» 
cause the applicant has come for reasons 
warranting political 
asylum... کک و ا‎ 

Concerning the radicalisation of for-= 
elgners — especially Turks — the Interi- 
or Ministry estimates that 10 per cent of 
them belong to organised political 
groups ranging from nationalist vla Is- 
lam movements all the way ta Matxist 
extremists. 

Bonn disagrees with Berlin's Senator 
of the Interior that the danger comes 
primarily (rom the rightist groups. 

But Berlin journalists hold that Bonn 
has not draw its conclusions from the 
established fact that trouble breaks out 
sooner in Berlin than in other parts of 
the country. 

Berlin Senator Heimann, who had just 
completed a fact-finding tour on the in- 
tegration of aliens, did not contradict 
this contention. Gûnter Matthes 

(Der Tagessplegel, 2 March 1980) 
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3 Bonn works on. a set of guidelines 


slill abroad, Moreover, this waiting perl« 
od is less harsh than the deadline regu- 
lation whereby those who entered the 
country after 1973 have no right to a 
work permit, The latter has encouraged 
illegal work, - 0 

Easier naturalisation procedures are 
recommended, But the . deportation of 
juveniles who are children of foreigners 
living in this country and who have 
broken the law is to be carried out only 
in the most severe cases, _ 

Other aims includè: nêw Intensive 
language courses for juveniles; improved 
occupational and social counselling; and 
an information campaign about the 
sliens problem aimed at the German 
population, 

A representative of the German Trade 
Union Federation (DGB) told Berlin 
journalists how the union saw the situa- 
tion. 

He said that, back in 1954, the DGB 
by no means welcomed the recruiting 
drive and considered it as a temporary 
measure. 

He also said that it was easier to talk 
of international solidarity than to prac- 
tise it. Even so, he went on, the DGB 
promoted social and labour market 
equality in tts own interest, ie. to pre- 
vent the formation of a reserve labour 
pool that would exert pressure on wages. 

Pensions agreements with other coun _ 
tries ard in favour of foreign workers 
are, he said, exemplary. 

As far back as 1956, the DGB estab- 
lished its first office for Italians in 
Düsseldorf. Today, 37 per cent of our 
foreign workers are Turks and 47 per 
cent (more than any other group of for 
eigners) are unionised, compared with 33 
per cent for German Workers, 

Of the nation’s 195,000 works council 
members, more than 3 per cent are for- 
eigners. 1 

Asked what he would consider proof 
of a foreigners willingness to become 
integrated, the union man sald: “That he 
leqrns German,” 

There is a certain political paradox of 
the integration problem that Germany, 
which does not want to be an immigra- 
tion: country due to the density of its 
population, not only attracts foreigners 


E to hasten integration 


niles living in this colntry do trot com= 
pléte theif vocational traning} 60 per 
cent. ' drop out of the compulsory 
Hauptsohule; and 60 pêr cént fail to at 
tend vocational schools. 

But even the more successful of these 
young people aré stymied by restriotive 
mieasureg such: as walting times and 
priority for Germans wien it comes to 
looking for a job. 

‘In fact, most of them ate extluded 
from olur labour market and can hope 
for unskilled work at best ~ work which 
Germans don't want. Others are driven 
underground and provide new blood for 
criminal gahgs. 

Germany would thus only serve its 
own basic security needs bY saving 
yourig foreigners from a pariah-like ex- 
istence. 

Last November, the Coordination 
Group at the Born Labour Ministry, 
consisting of employers, union represen=- 
tatives, the churches, two LZrrder, the 
Federal Labour Office, various ministries 
and the political parties representated in 
the Bundestag, put forward remedial 
proposals. 

The... proposals were adopted unani= 
mously except for the votes of the 
CDU-ruled Lãnder which opposed the 
elimination of the “national classes” at 
school, involving the separation of Ger- 
mans and foreigners as practised in Ba- 
varia. 

But the Coordination Group achieved 
consensus on several important points: 

It proposes one year intensive Ger» 
man courses for all foreign children 
without Haupfschule graduation, This is 
to prepare them for their working lives 
and would require 20,000 study places 
instead of the present 7,000. 

It wants legal title to access to the la- 
bour market for applicants who have 
taken part in such a course or haye 
graduated from Haupischule., 

The two-year residence requirement 
before acquiring such tiflê is to be üp- 
held to prevent an influx of youngsters 


According to Bonn propçsals, policy 
makers in the 1abour and education sec 
. org. both. 1and in the Lander are 
to ensure that :the fransitiort from school 
to job training is made easjer for foreign 
juveniles. : Vy: 

This ls to include extensive pilot pro- 
grammes for training in quasi-govern- 
mental facilities; intensive German lan- 
guage courses for older juyenlles who 
have come to this country to joln their 
parents; ahd stepped-up. measures, .O 
preparè them for their working lives. 
"These caurses, organised by the Fede- 
ral Labour Office, are alto :!tt enable 
some: of the dropouts to camplete their 
education. N 
‘The Lsbour Ministry fs fo statt an in- 
;formatjori eamphjai for the German po- 
Pletlon, wpe 15 extent rejecls 
` fis {otegre NE fi4hiralisation .pollcy, 
arid ênligh' about the problgms = 
1 Jutta. Raltsoh 
{Fiiikfurter Rundşchau, 6 Mareh 1989) 


eignêfs aged betwsen 18 and 2l and be- .. 


marily by ths Bonn: Ministrles. of. Labour, 
` Interior and Education, ا‎ 
. ` The Interior Ministry :also supports an 
initiative by North .Rhine-Westphalla 
` that would enable the. ohildren of for- 


«longing; to the second «or: third genera- 
‘tlon (most of them born inthis country) 
‘fo'apply for Getman citizenship, . 

.ı Buf the other consorvativs Larder are 
d to have prevented a final déclsiort,r 
-: [E was upon théir :insistence thet, thé 
‘bijl was seit! back to the. comrnjtteedi; 


| Programme seeks to ease 
regulations employment 


he more than’ Im foreign juveniles 
J. who live or were born in the Fede- 
ral Republic of Germany afe to be given 
-a legal olaim.to a work permit, -: ‘. - 


Moreover, they are not to be placed at - . 


a disadvantage when applying.for af ap- 
prenticeship or a.job. provided they fave 
the same qualifications as thelr. German 
ı These. are’ the major points of an 
extensive political . programme that Jas 
been Coordinated. betwéen. the Bont 
ministries concerned and’ presérited’.to 
the Chancellor atid the cabinet, ' ' . .ı 
The cabinet session atwhich the pro- 


gramme WÎ! be dealtwith is. scheduled 


for 19: March, .'' . 
. 'Thé projet hak been :worked'out prie 


ermany's Wirtschaftswunder: ` 25 
years ago would have ground to a 
standstill, had it not been for , foreign 


Recruiters fanned out from Madrid. to 


the Bosporus. and the workers came, — 


ight ,mijfion of them. „But of thesêè one 
“qiarter was . always homewatd boil. 
ey called it rotation İn those days. 

In 1973 the Gûvernment imposed, a 
ban on the hiring of forelgn labour and 
the influx stopped, 2 
. Some of those with us now were born 
in this country and speak neither their 
mothêr tongue nor German properly. 
But their needs are geared to the stand» 
ard of living in Germany and nat in 
Turkey's Anatolia. . 

In West Berlin, mearıwhile, one in ter 
legal residents is a foreigner and one in 
20 a Turk. Nation-wide, Germany has 4 
foreign population of tnore than’ 4m, 6.5 


per cent, 

Schleswig-Holstein has the fewest and 
Berlin the most foreigners. Of the allens 
living in Germaniy, 1m aré under 18, 

How is affluent Germany coping wit 
this situation economically, socially and 
morally? 

None of our pollcy makers are cone 
sidering deportation or enforced Germa« 
nisation, 

The number of those prepared to re- 
tum home voluntarily is dwindling. 
They no longer view themselves as for- 
eign workers — ror do they want to be- 
come Germans. 

So what about integration? 

The Bonn cabinet wants to give some 
guidelines to the Linder and the muhi= 
cipalitles. 

A senior civil servant at the Bonn La- 
bour Ministry recently said: “Unless we 
come up with some more imaginative 
ideas, we'll be faced with anı explosive 
situation." Statistics confirm his fears, 

Of the 1.9 m forelgn workers and the 
100,000 jobless aliens in this country, 
some 600,000 are Turks. 

Due to the EEC Association Agree- 
ment, they will enjoy the same freedom 
of movement as nationals of all other 
Community members come 1986. 

According to a spokesman of the 
Employers Association, some 69 per 
cent ûf alien workers in Germany are 
saving -for a house or’ apartment: at 
home, indicating that they woüld like to 
tetum at some point. 

But this does not apply to the second 

` end third generation. The combined 
Turkish labour force abroad is estimated 
to have’ transferred. home foreign ex“ 
, Change to the tune of: $1,7bn in 1979, : 

Sixteen per cent of foreign children in 
this country are not atiending compul- 
! Wry schooling. Understandably s0: slnıce 

` èhildren af home’ must go to 
school from the age of 7 to 12.only, 

Thus a 12-year-old Turk in this coun- 

; My is considered by. his parents to haye 


ished with school... 7 
Back in. Turkey,: some .800,000 chil- 
dren of Turkish workers in this country 
; Who receive çhild subsidies, from 
| goyeriment arg waiting 'to he 
brought tû Germany. . : 2 E 
It is thse. newcomers or potential 
Newcomers who pose, the greatest piob- 
lem for the German ,educationaland, Y~ 
cational training system. 
Seventy’ five per tent of foreign juve 


"r workers — despite the fact that, 1m peo: 
- ple were unemployed, 
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Conrad Ahlers 
(Photot Svea 


successor tû Herr Stelgner and bı; 
werful man. As administrative dl 
of Deutsche ‘Welle he is respûnsk 
finance, He is so the authority 4 
legal officer: 3 

Is that not too ariple ûn dssûte 
of responsibilities? “This collect 
téspûnsibilities has mounted up #4! 
gult of several unfortunate colnet 
including Herr Stelgners illness, 

“The changes that may be contk 
sultable will remain to be seen 
will need discussing with the appt 
i bodi and with Herr Fellhaue 
sêlf." 

Among Deutsche Welle stl k 
Ahlers enjoys an advance reputst 
being approachable, except when ki 
in an ill-humoured mood, whi BÉ 
from infrequently. 

All told ie will be expected l% 
ure up to a high standard; the efê 
tion that he wil! run the stalion ii 
journalistic manner and back lis 
Journalistic staff to the hilt. 

Hans Werner Keli 
„(Kölnor Stadt-Anzolger, 1 Mth I 


social commitment ‘and the social 
gations incumbent oi tlhe 
owriing classes, Fr Nell-Breuning, IM 
venient and critical, assumed the 
cacy of the urpropertied, the' fared 
He established’ ã frultful, 
relationship with the trade unions 4 
#dvocate of the single (or Ind! 
union ` idea, ‘which was long 
with suspicion in Church'circles" 
„ He wêènt-on to bocome. ar lop 
advocate ûf humanisstlon of the rol 
od a partisan of the ¥ 
class who was t{epçatedly Sus] 
Marxlem (but ho preferred. to. 0 
Ihe working. class's aliênation fod F 
Church an intolerable “scandea’), .. 
Hiş views were reflected in Pore" 
8 1931 encyclical unirpi 
Anno, başed mainly on, a, draft م‎ 
by von.Nell-Breuning,.,  .. ; 


"' The: first stép towards bride 8. 


gap that had arisen as a steadily Ff: 
challenge sirice 'the: 19th ‘tenu 
spite - courageous. moves: 
Church social apostolacy). had bet 
Leo XII's Novarum: Rerum. 
*" Bit Papal guldélinešs: madê’ 
slow progress in thé Chütoh's 
foutiie, and Roman 


in questioning 
répriaté reforitf 
`' Fr Neli-Bteuiiing lassen! 
fe adt’ tines'.in ¥ 
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tre" Josef Strauss, who as the Minister re- 


sponsible for the Spiegel Affair was 

forced to tender his resignation and for- 
fait the defencé portfollo. 

The service he now heads transmits 

93 programmes in 34 languages (includ- 

.„ İng Sanskrit) by shart wave. This year 


the budget will be a .good DM190m 


from the Finance Miistry's estimates. 

But with cash growing harder to come 
by, Deuiscie Welle may, like the BBC’s 
once-flourishing external’ services, face 
swingeitig cuts. 

“I am nt in the least worrled out 
programmes might be cut,” he says, and 
senior staff in Cologne agree that in 
times of crisis foreign-language exter- 
nal services gain in importance. 

‘In many. caşes short-wave radio’ is 

then the only mediüm vla which people 
ir other countries can be briefed on 
Bonn's policies, E 
. Does this make it 'a government 
mouthpiece? “Tt is not a government 
transmitter, It is a transmitter of the Fe- 
deral Republic,” Ahlers says, ا‎ 

` Is its brief, that of conveying German 
views orl major lasues, even feasible 
when therë are sch deep-seated differs 
eniceş of opinion in Bonn? 

“Why not? I am all in favour of 
balance. [ find it easy. Naturally the ğo- 
vernment's viewpoint enjoys a certain 
priority. It is bourıd to do so in trans- 
mission bound for other countries; 
ا‎ e is 2 power. But that 

oesnt mean the others must go empty- 
handed.” ۶ mey 

Does Herr Ahlers believe the politica! 
parties will allow him and his staff to 
get on with their jobs in peace and 
quiet? 

“l1 am sory to hêar that now and 
again attempts are made to ship domes- 
tic disputes abroad via the radio station, 
That, of course, is quite absurd.” 

The indications are that any such at- 
tempt will be promptly cold-shouldered 
by Conny Ahlers. 

: His deputy, Heinz Fellhauer, a Chris- 
tian Democrat, was mooted as a possible 


E TRT i o o wh E, 


e ah era i, 
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No stiff upper lip from 


new top radio man 


would feel obliged to claim that the 

authority was not run by a balanced pay» 

roll, : : . 4 

Herr Ahlers is a somewhat unusual 
instance of political balance inasmuch as 
he has made a name for himself by gét’ 
ting oni the wrong side of his own party. 

In 1947 he was one of the founder« 
members of Junge Union, the youth -of= 
ganisation of the Christian: Democrats, 
in his home town of Hamburg, :: 

In 1968, after two years as ‘deputy 
chief government spokesman in Bonn. 
with the backing of Foreign Minister 
Willy Brandt, he joined the SPD. .. . 

In the 1972 general election he won 
Bad Kreuznach for the Social Demo- 
crats, registering a substantial gain in the 
number of constituenoy votes polled by 
the SPD, 

But as an MP he went on to pen 
newspaper articles that upset not only 
the Jungsozialisten; his latest gaffe was a 
broadside aimed at SPD Defence Min. 
ister Hans Apel, e. 

As a journalist he has worked for half 
a dozen well-known and highly reputed 
media. Back in 1948 he worked for the 
BBC German service. A year later he 
joined Sonntagsblatt, a political weekly 
assoclated with the Protestant Church. 

Then he wrote for Die Welf, Frankur- 
ter Rundschau, Der Spiegel, Hamburger 
Mêtgénipost ind Wirtschaftswoche. 

He really hit the headlines in 1962 
when an aticle of his, Bedingt abwehırbe- 
reit (Defence Prepared: Up To A Point), 
triggered the Spiegel Affair, 

Ahlers was accused of treason ahd ar- 
rested while on holiday in Spain. He 
spent two months in gaol. 

Yet he later got on well with Franz 


A ceaseless search for 
Christian guidelines 


Evolution, he has always felt, is more 
effective than: idealistic confrontation, 
and in principle there was only one phi 
losophical and theologicat yardstick by 
which he could go. ا‎ 

His brlef must be to do and try arij- 
thing and everything that.might promise 
man İn gêneral and the working mgr in 
Particular more freedom arid şelf-attaln- 
ment (a uch-vaunted objèctiyé) ° 1 

In claiming property as a human right 
he did not mean a legal title to which 
the propertyowning classes could lay 
claim. ٠ 

Roman Catholic social teachings were 
misused for far too long and taught by 
the Church itself as a’ rieans: of safe 
guarding traditional but. unequal and. in- 
equitable.property ownership, i . 

Fr ' Nell-Breuning meaht something 
else. Human nature, if it isto. develop 
its capabilities to thé full, neéds' its share 
of earthly ‘goods and  chattels,ihe reã- 
soned. ر‎ I 
. Only by aëquiring property’ dots 
mankind learn how to’ assurie persoiial 
responsibility for looking’ aftér' things, 
how' to care and plan, How to ‘attain 
greater ' independence ' aid ` humanity 
even. 3 . A AE 


: Long; baforê it became fas lonable i 
, the Roman Catholls CR each 


teach 


Oswald von Nell-Breuning 
3 (Photo: KNA) 

He has never concerned himself with 
a .model social order or the state as he 
felt {t should be, He has almost excluşi- 
vely wondered what could be done in 
the given circumstances, 

His interest has been in what reforms 
were feasible and to the point to initiate 
improvements in the system that would 
benefit evéryonê, 


Bonn MP Conrad Ahlers, a former editor 
of Der Spiegel, the Hamburg news: 
weekly, and chief government spokesman 
when Willy Brandt was Chencellor, has 
taken over as diractor-general of Deut 
thé Cologne short-wave 


sche Walle, 
statlon spselaliaing in exterma! services. 


t goes without saying that ever as di 
rector.gencral of 4 radio statjon with & 
payroll of .1,400. and listeners all over 
the world Conmd “Conny”. Ahlers, 57, 
does not opt for the stiff upper, lip of 


afficialdom. 


Asked how he feels about, his new 
job, he says: “I'm really looking forward 
to it” And he repeats a comment to 
which others would not so readily 


admit: “This one's a winner." 


He has certainly had more than his 
fair share of tuck, Even a journalist with 
Ahlerş’ experience stands only an out- 
sldo chanco of landing a top radio or TV 


Job. 

. The polltical patties, Intent or trying 
to keep tabs on the broadcasting autho- 
rities, tend to prefer administrators with 
legal qualifications. 

„ Walter Steigner, 66, his predecessor, 
who retired on reaching the age limit, 
happened to be a journalist tod by pro- 
fession, itot to mention a member of the 
Social Democratic Party. 

Conny Ahlers is a Soclel Demoorat 
tûû, which madé matterê” basler, .since 
broadcasting appolntments are invariably 
shared out between the parties. 

By the terms of an unwritten law the 
appoiniment of 8 director-general with 
affiliations to another party would have 
necessitated a parly-political reshuffle all 
along the line. 

Othermise one party or the other 


Wie. a man reaches the age of a 
Methusalem it is no mean thing 


fo be able to note with respect that he 
is still alive and well, following the 
course of contemporary ¢events with 
interest and understanding. 

In Oswald von Nell-Breuning's case it 
would be a poor tribute, At the age of 
90 he is not only still around; he is still 
an active, af times an impetuous man. 

And his activities amount to more 
than mere conservation of a legacy or 
warning noises about the future, He is a 
man of commitment, concerned about 
topical, up-to-the-minute problems, 

Fr Oswald von Neli-Breuning S.J; the 
Nestor of Roman Catholic social teach- 
ings in Germany, taught at the Jesuit 
Açademy of St Georgen from 1928, at 
the Academy of Labour from 1949 and 
at Frankfurt University from 1956. 

Never in all these years of teaching 
and writing’ has he concerned himself 
with anything other than the quest for 
guidelines by which to deal with issues of 
the day that were in keeping with Chırfs. 
tları soclal philosophy. م‎ 

Fresh İssues have arisen from one day 
to the next in the headlong rush of in 
dustrial society and its rreslstible 
change and transformation in the wake 
of technological trends, 2 

„His “praxis-orientated theory,” û term 
borrowed from W, Schwaderlapp, whose 
intelligent interpretation of it has just 
bcen published by Patmos Verlag, 
Düsseldorf, to mark Fr Nell-Breuning's 
90th birthday, has never been aimed at 


.what might be. called an ideal solution. 
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r AR A a TE GOES 
terms are -falling' and the buying ‘power 
of the «deutschemark is lessening; ..1 | 
` National eeonomie policy can’ do Htttie 
to counter -this' aspeot bf inflation, We 
have to come to terms-with it as a fai 
mer must come to temis-with' hail. +: 

This being so, it is more than arro»' 

gant of Heinz, Kluncker, boss’ of the 
Publlc ° Séctor Workers’ Union, ' to 
demand wage hikes of 9 pef cent. 
. The fact that, as in 1974, he is threa- 
tening to have his people go on strike js 
a provocation of the public ‘and the, 
Bonn Govemment. 5 


A major factor In 
boosting inflatlon 


mm 
lt was generally assumed that the 
meıfibry of the 1974 ۰. wage strtiggie 
against the taxpayer would embarrass 
even a man like Kluncker. At that time 
the union demanded two-digit wage 
hikes which were a major factor : in 
boosting inflation and unemployment in 
the following years. It also contributed 
to the fall of Willy Brandt who was 
Chancellor at the time, 


There is yet another reason why 
Kluncker should have been embarrassed 
to demand nine per cent: The ‘printers 
and the metalworkers heve been satisfied’ 
with less than 7 per cent, ا‎ 

Naturally, everybody knows that 4 9 
per cent demand does not meat a qitie 
per cent settlement but ih all likefifioqd 
something iri the reglor of 7 per‘cerit,’ 

Still, the public sector workers, mostly 
civil servanls, ire dolng’ well enough aly 
feady and ‘thelr jobs are -secute even’ if 
there-should be anı ecotiomic setbbk’ 
' It would therefbrê have ben Bié 
appropriate for Herr E ا‎ 
demanded şomewhgt.jeşs {han the; sjeel 
E IE 
. Strictly speaking, oven, thelr dele were 
too. high because there,simp]y is not tho 
money left to pay for them once the إو‎ 
and. raw miaterials bills, hava been şéttled. 
But it takes some time. for exçeşsive Xn 
peolations. to, he ‘brought in :linp:wjth. re 
ellie. iin, i panmaif 

Meanwhile, we must do sVerythihglito 
kéép thé 'inflationı‘rate from’ gettirkéut 
of control; Since 'ouf' economio piley 
instruments’ can oily. be used ito» ols 
thé homê-made part 'of our’ {iflatlorj we 


must use -thém 
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Inflation — a 
mixed hag .. 


makèrs ‘almost lost contro! over: infla- 
tion: But in 1967, on one of these occa- 
#lons, thé then’ Finance ‘Ministér, Karl 
Sehiller,' pulled the emergerıcy brake ii 
good time and stopped the trend. ' 

After 1973, when the inflation rate 
went beyond 7 per cent, it took much 
longer for thie brakes to grip. In neither 
of these two instances did the guardians 
of our money manage to get theihfla= 
tioh 'down to the point where it was 
when it started running away. 

Ãş a result, the next wave started at a 
higfier level. 


While experts ate still arguing about 
whether or not there will be another 
economic setback in the autumn and 
whether unemployment will rise again, 
if seems already certain that thë ‘inifla- 
tion rate haş exceeded the limit we set 
ourselves, 2 

In February, consumer prices rose by 
5.5 per cent. 

Martin Grüner and other Government 
representatives keep saying that they are 
confident that the average annual infla- 
tion rate won't exceed 4.5 per cent, But 
if takes a great deal of faith to stick to 
this barely tenable target. 


Unlike in earlier years, curbing infla- 
tion has been made more difficult be» 
cause ‘some of its important roots are 
abroad, 

Above all the dramatic inorease of en-. 
ergy. and raw materials prices has ob- 
viously had a severe effect on a.country 
as dependent ûn imports as Germany. 

` This is particularly pronounced be- 
cause, unlike in the 70s, the higher 
prltes. ‘can? no. longer be cushioned’ by 
the appreciation of the deutschemark. 

Orr the contrary, the dollar has been 
rising against the German currericy, 
making oil and. raw. materials even more 
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2 Î ln, 1 e 2 
this’ forthula, coined by Helrjut Sehmldt 
some years HEQ. not Dy: Gallop 
ing inflation CUS gong uneri ploy 
ment ih a. very. short time... : 


Other countries haye :als0, come. ta 
rêalisê :that .the; “sweet,,poison .of infla- 
tion! provides':tsmporary : relief. at beat: 
andl that.:the :problemd on: the. labour 
market soon increase. 3 ا‎ 

But a society that has had foo much 
of this poisoh finds it extremely diffi 
cul to-tid itself 'of the'addiétion:: .  ' 
. France's Prime Minister, Rayiohd 
Bi fal bet alat hig battlé against 
inflation with remarkable politleal , cou 
rage and mûch détermilnatlon, bit so 
far in vail. ' ., NEO 

Whether :Margaret Thatcher will be 
luckier remains to be seer, Right now, it 
looks asa if .her economiç medicine will 
have the opposite effect: unemployment 
and inflation, aro rising at pretty much 
the same rate, Prices in. Britain are 17 
per cent higher than they were a year 
ago. : : 

The Americans have -also failed i 
breaking the’ vicious circle’ of inflation.’ 
Unlike the British, French:and Germans, 
they managed inthe 70s to create mil- 
lions of new jobs, employing the classic 
cal instruments of economic policy, but 
they failed to curb wages and prices, 

At predent; ‘they have an inflation, rate, 
of more than 18 peê cenit, 

Inflation has become a civilisation 
disease of affluent Western democracies 
because politicians think only of re-elec- 
tion. They distribute election gifts that 
have no solid financial basis, 

Only rarely do they interfere in the 
struggle for the distributlon of incomes 
between the major social groups with 
the necessary toughness. , 

They ‘succunıb time and again to the 
short-term rescue of threatened jobs by. 
subsidising ailing companies of by pro- 
tecting them from competition, 

Later,. they lack’ the courage to face 
thê withdrawal pains due to the opposi- 
tion-of powerful groups and lobbies. 

In Germany, we have always managed 
to get away by the skin of our teeth be 
cauşe. of our .déép-raofed fear of infla: 
tion. The Bundesbank has therefore gl 
ways, steered an anti-İinflationary course 
aid forced the politicians to step on the 
brakes as soon as the inflation rate 
other equntries was only just Appropphr 
ing, the.danger threshold, . ..' rj 
Twice, however, .our,,eeonoitig 
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Growth target remains ٤ 


despite the glooi 


resident, Francois: Ortoll, pales in‘com» . 


' “1 r(Frankfurtet Rundsehst, TMatqh 1980) 


23 March 1980 


There is also plenty of self: 
among Euro-MPs, Frau Fock OI. THE ECONOMY 
stance, deplores the chaos and cond 
during the Janauary Afghanistan diy 
every party presented its own 
though the differences were minim 

What was needed, she said, Wer 

ring mechanisms that would | 
enabled the Parliament to spesk) 
one voice. 


4 1 


In the old Europarliament it WH) 


marly the floor leaders of the i I 
major parties (Socialists, EF 
Democrats and Liberals) who o: REE 


i ۲ he Bonn Gùverhefit'is ‘to 'stigk to 
Padlarhent whore Coren fl a 25 per cent srowth tirse wr dp 
tween Egon Klepsch (Christian Dı; SP world wide ecöhérni rice in : 
crats), Bangemann (Liberals) and [ı, 2. Kê Of dtarqatic oil'price Increases, 
Glinne (Socialists) are very poor, 2 en i Lt Wet economic war and 

orecasts. E‏ : ا 

Frau Focke: “The European. Pa ‘Althougli tens of ‘thousands of’ adiii- 
ment must at some point show. pal tlonal job seekers wlil ‘be crowding’ thé 
unity: #ibout market, Bohn is: still corifident 

Mechthild von Alemann sees itg lat average unemployment this ‘year 
“The Parliament must not view it; ll drop'to below 4 pér cent... 
a mini UN General Assembly snii The Government's intentions’ Were’ 
come as fragmented as the Uri made cjear at the opening of the Frank» 
Nations. Verbal duels for their owi ¢ furt Spring Fair by the Secretary of Staté 
are worthless.” at the Economic Affairs Ministty, Martin’ 


is. minister, 
Another Euro-MP puts it tls wy (ret Wo stood, in for hls mink 


“The Europarliament is not 4 ship : : Hi 

WETE : If there were a medal for optimism ir 

n is still to be done ink ihe face of adverslty, Herr Grûner would 

: certainly be eligible. 1 

Some Euro-MPs have already capi He performed a high-wire rhetoric act 

lated in the face of the hard Wok ço as not to cause defeatism among 

pected of them, among them union ka manufacturers of consumer goods and to 

Eugen Loderer and Karl Hauenschldi sure consumers that they have been 
And French Communist Party lk doing their duty to the nation. 


Georges Marchais makes only ped 
Herr Griner said that consumers neithe 
PREnees. Klaus Bol er çaved excessively because of the 
(Kölner StadtAnzelge 11 Mend# fest of recession’ nor‘spent too much 
because of fears of inflation. - 


Yet there is reason for concern Over 
the development of prices. The inflation 
tate in this country has once more tOp- 
ped the Š per cent mark. 

Though this would be a superb figure 
for many of our neighbours, for us it is 
tad news, No-one can say today that 5 
Fer cent inflation is better than 5 per 
ent unemployment. 1 

Experience in the 70s has shown that 


Social Affairs Commissioner Henk YF 
delin 


8: 
` The Irish, with their strong interest 
the Community, are also unlikely io ¥ 
satisfied with their inconspicuous 
missioner, Richard . Burke: (fiscal wê 
consumer affairs), as are the 
gers with their Raymond Vouel. 

Observers. hold that he is in! 

by the German EEC director-generl ft 
ate of competition, ly اا‎ 1 
„ The .Danish ‘EEC Agriculture 
missioner, Finn Gundelach, hopes Continued freon pa $ 

his radical: agricultural policy aimed # berg and get a safe place on the FDP 
dampening price increases will qul ticket, 
him .aş Jenkins? successor, but Fr 
Ireland and Belgium are sure to. put 
اا‎ veto should Copenhagen no! 

im. : 


Foreign Affairs’ Commissioner Wil- 
helm Haferkamp. (SPD), .who .is equally 
well known, though unfortunately. prir 
2 : . marily because of his expense: acrountş, 

Bonn and Rome are particularly evidently has no serious competitors if 
Put in. trying to fill . Brussels fe fis party at present . .:.. 
Granted, the Italian Christian Der! Perhaps it' would really be in Bohn’s 
Malfatti,. who had at, one time. %1’ tnterest {o make use of the personal 
rather poor performer as Commis twntacts of the two German commissioe 
president, finally made it to fo ters in the forthcoming two-year’ period 
minister. until he had a heart attack: j ûf office. E 

But neither.he nor Commission! Rut jt is' noteworthy that tlie foriitk 
renzo Natali: (Christian. Democrst ® |g tl Hilary, becamé Fre» 
Antonio Giolittl (in .çharge of 78| Wice-president of tle Comipisslory 
affairs) are Likely to. leave a clear. imp, Ferma tayn inil Barre, is row hls 
in Brussels should they .be nominated.’ , Country's prime minister. e 9 

Of'the Germa commissioner O ; Should there evar be a Soclellst pre 
sent anid: past) norie was suctessful i1 2 sident jn France, the obylous candidate 
; WOuld be. .the present development 
fOmmissioner, Claude Cheysşon.. <. ; 

i Hê and. his ‘Belgian: couhterpark,.Irir 
dustral - Affairs ‘Cotamissioner ‘Etienne 
Davi are the two most outstanding 
7 .Pêrsonalitiès of the present. ‘comission 
ê while ıthe Gaullist ‘Commission r: Vicer 


٤ ETE 
dharge, iof, the BEC enlargeren) i’ siden} of his country and tê formê . 1 
imps 


iTtison with his ‘fellow ,countrynien n 
® Commisslon ' +: “i ka Hauser 


turning to national politics... :.. 
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ıı MPs’ workload leaves little time 
.: i - for local constituents 


proves itself or not will be more uni- 

form election laws. 

Bangemann speaks of a “must”, If 
this were done, he says, the British Libe- 
rals would at last find themselves with 
clear road to Strasbourg. 0 

Van Aerssen is adamant in. insisting 
that the Europarliament develop into a 
constituent , assembiy for Europe which 
would introduce basic rights for the 260 
million. Community citizens, . 

Bangemann. seconds this,. stressing 
that it was above al! the Liberals who 
were .pressing the introduction of such 
basic rights for the Community, 

The Euro-MPs are now engaged in a 
dogged battle against the “itinerant cir- 
cus” as they call it, which forces them 
to shuttle between Strasbourg, Luxem- 
bourg and Brussels. 

Not only does this fray their nerves 
but it also costs the taxpayer some 
DM!Om a year for travel and rénts, 

The: Socialists and Christian Dema- 
erats only recently called on the nine 
governements to agree at last on a single 
seat of Parliament, Unless they do so by 
the end of the year, the MPs will step 
up their pressure, 

.„ Though the Europarliament cannot 
pick its seat, it is free to choose the 
place where it wants to work, Using this 
as a lever, they have aiready started pre 
Paring Luxembourg for this function. 


ا ل 
Reluctance to make ‘necessary‏ 
structural changes‏ 


Rial 
I RS 
litical attitude, there is no reason why 


Bonn should wish for a politically mote 
ambitious Commission, 0 


Though Thom has always wanted 
Bonn to assume a leadership role in the 
EEC, this would lead to spjychological 
rejection among the’ other Community 
nations and. would harm Bonn’s interest 
in protecting what remains of “national 
scope of action”... , 

Nationa!" in this context Îs not re- 
stricted to the Federal Republic of Ger. 
many but also relates to the long-term 
interests of a divided nation, 

Eyen FDP Chairman and Foreign 
Minister Hans-Dietrich .Genscher . hag 
told Europe’s: iberals to do nothing that 
would jeopardise Thorn’s chances, 


But that probably simply mèais that 
the FDP is not interested in yet another 
open conflict with the othef European 
liberals (this is a reference to Euro-MP 
Martin Bangemann who ‘was instrumen- 
tal last summer in electing Simone.: Veil 
father than Thorn ‘as speaker. of. the di- 
rectly elected Europarliament, ,.:;.. 

‘So, even if it seems.pretty certain, that 


the EEC Commission will „not .be. te- 


shuffled entirely in 1981, there:1s never. 
theless a certain trend towards, change. 


`. Tt is unlikely .that Holland's. Christian 
Democrat-Liberal coalition. government . 
will . agaln..nominafe the Soçialjst EEC 


in whether the Europarliament ` 


mMTHEEEC 


Ar campaign’ to “Ring your Euro 
MP and Complain” would be a lit- 
tle dlfficult. The constituent would not 
know whether to call Strasbourg, Luc 
xembourg,. Brussels, Bonn, or his own 
constituency, 

„Arid ther the Euro MP might have 
difficulties answering quees. For he 
doesn't have much time to Jook after his 


Europarliarnent’s most positive decision 
apart from the rejection last December 
of the draft budget for 1980.” 


constituents in between spending each ,, ® Says Herr ' Bangefiann, proves 
month, a week each at conferences and e Tea determination to 
plenary sessions in Strasbourg and two Pose its will: 


weeks of committee work in Brussels, 

To make matters worse, everything 
must be translated into all Community 
languages, which causes delays and does 
not exactly make for efficlency, 

A great many of the MPs have active- 
ly complained about this, Katharina 
Focke SPD) attributes this four-week 
rhythm largely to the fact that for many 
MPs the money they get for attending 
sessions obviously provides a major mac 
terial incentive. 

Says Herbert W. Köhler (CDU): “The 
appointment books of Euro-MPs are 
much more crowded than those of their 
Bonn counterparts.” 
` Jochen Yan Aerssen (CDU) points out 
that in North Rhine-Westphalia, for in 
stance, a mere 25 Euro-MPs have to look 
after constituencles totalling 17 million 
people. : : 

And if will take until June for them 
to be allocated offices in Brussels and 
Strasbourg, Perhaps it will then be easier 
to reaclı them by phone, 

Polls (the socalled Eurobarometer) 
show that in October 1979, only four 
months after the European election, one 
in three MPs no longer remembered 
when the election took place,. So are 
they working in a vacuum, so to speak? 

The Euro-MPs say no. Van Aerssen 
speaks of “a very great response” among 
the electorate and Köhler even goes so 
far as to speak of an "unusually great re 
sponse.” 

But Martin Bangemann (FDP) tones 
this down, saying that the respodse Was 
much greater in the other Community 
nations’ than in Germany. But this 
changed when the Parliament rejected 
the Community budget. 


It i8 certainly true that the Europar- 
liament had a bad time last spring and 
summer so far as public interest was 
concerned. The direct election increased 
the number of MPs from the earlier 198 
to 410. So’ it was obvious that the thus 
enlarged Parliament needed new proce= 
dural regulations, and bickering over 
such technical issues is most unlikely to 
arouse public interest, 


‘And then there was the fact that a 
small group of radicals around Marco 
Pannella and Emma Ponino Put forward 
some 5,000 motions for amendments, But ever since the trouble the direct 
aimed at gaining recognition for them. election of the Europarliament last year 
` selves as a major party, : 1 has caused the nine governments (last 

Incidentally, they were successful, Kã December the Europarliament rejected 
hler refers to those days as “frightful the EEC budget for 1980) everybody 

convulsions”. 0 : shies away from more experiments .and a 
' But many of his colleagues have a possible shift of power, 1 
positive attitude towards those debates. Although Luxembourg’s Foreign Mhn- 
. Mechthild von Aflemann . (FDP), views ister (and ex-prime minister) „Gaston 
the whole thing as an important décision Thorn still hopes to become president 
on the rights of iminority ‘groups in of the Comission :in 1981 and. impart 
ihe Europarljament, It also taught the more political pep, others favour ۰ Roy 
Euro-MPs to adjust to the Latin tempe- Jenkins presidency for another. two 


, On the one hand, the Euro-MPs were 
no longer prepared to tolerate the high 
price of agricultural produce which en- 
courages surplus production and, on the 
otfier, they were not prepared to put up 
with the Council of Ministers unilateral 
action when it pared down budget items 
on which the Europarliament has a say 
and which it wanted increased. 


One Euro-MP says that the Council 
of Ministers treated the Parliament with 
contempt. For months, he says, the 
Council refused to negotiate the issue 
and when it did take a stand it was not 
done by the ministers but by civil ser« 
vants, 

He even goes so far as to say that it is 
quite possible that the new budget will 
also be rejected if the Council waters it 
down. 
ng to, Köhler, the decisive fac- 

ا 


he most serious weakness of the 

European Community is, by con- 
sensus, the fact that the Council of Min= 
isters cannot make quick decisions. 

This was one of the reasons why 
Klaus von Dohnanyi put forward the 
idea that the Secretary General of the 
council be a politician of stature; 

His role should be similar to that of 
the Nato Secretary General. 

` But von Dohnanyi, who is in charge 
of European affairs at the Bonn Foreign 
Office, angered many Eurocrats, 

If his suggestion were taken up, the 
critics say, the EEC Commission would 
be politically devalued even more than it 
already is under its present president, 
Roy Jenkins, and there would be even 
less cohesion among the 13 commissio : 
ners. 
Yet there was a time when thé Com- 
mission was regarded as the embryo of 
a West European federal government. 


rament. 


` Frau Focke, too, approves of this cori- 


year, . ! ا‎ 
` As long as “national egotism” 
‘cession to the radicals, calling it “the 8 belcr:po- 


mains, ! France's ‘and Britain's. bagic::po- 


Accidents down 
by 50% 


BS 1977 and 1979 special mea-= 
sures were undertaken to slow down 
traffic in 30 towns and local government 
areas in North Rhine-Westphalia, 

The result was a 50-per-cent decline 
in the nunıber of traffic accidents in 
which people were killed or maimed 
and a 40-per-cent drop in the number of 
minor in juries. 

On average the number of accidents 
in parts of Cologne, Düsseldorf, Bonn 
and Oberhausen was down by 20 per 
cent, sccording to figures published’ on 
11 March in Cologne by HUK, the 
Motor Insurers” Association. : 

In cooperation with the North Rhine» 
Westphalian Transport Ministry, which 
earmarked DMé6m towards the cost. of 
the “less traffic in residential areas” pro- 
ject, motor insurers conpiled a bro- 
chure, 

lt outlined the basic idea, overall 
planning, projects and practical inıple- 
mentation of the experiment and Was 
supplied to traffic planners, public inter- 
est groups and members of the public 
frce of charge. 

Konrad Pfundt, a HUK engineer, said 
many local authorities had keenly 
awaited the findings of this full-soale 
experiment because it was the first to 
show how traffic accidents could be 
combated and the quality of life inı- 
proved in an urban environment, 

Findings reveal tlıat tlie accident risk 
is much higlıer in residential streets 
than on main roads. More than half the 
accidents iivolving children occur in 
fairly quiet streets. 

It is not usually the children or adult 
pedestrians who react wrongly but the 
cars that go too fast, the survey reveals. 

The solution must thus be to ban 
through traffic altogether iıı residential 
areas, or at least to force motorists fo 
slow down by arranging parking bays so 
that they have to be driven round or by 
incorporating speed breakers or the like 
into the road surface. 

Road signs are not felt to be very 
effective, Speed limits of, say, 30 km 
(20nıpM) are ignored. “No through road, 
residents only" signs are likewise ignor- 
ed by 80 per cent of through traffic, . . 

One-way streets that are not inter= 
rupted by zig-zags, speed breakers and 
chicanes of one kind or another tend to 
become veritable racetracks. 

So the only way to forestall accidents 
is to change the nature of the street in 
such a way that the motorist is forced to 
keep an eye on the road immediately 
ahead and drive accordingly. 

“In roads like these traffic may not 
always keep to a 30km/h limit" says 
Herr. Pfundt .*but it. does not: race along 
at 7Okm/h either” . : ,, :; 

Opinion polls ini North Rhinê- 
Westphalia have shown 'that 82 per cent 
of those questioned were in favour of 
eliminating accident risks in cities and 
towns, . ا‎ 8 

.The desire for lesş traffic noise was 
less keen, with only 66 per cent feeling 
noise abatement to be a major conside= 
ration. 8 O 

These are findings that will be judged 
important in cities such .as Frankfurt 
where the population is steadily. dêclin- 

ing and the authorities are keen to, stem 
the exodus... a 
._ The field frlals ii, North’ Rhlne- 
Westphalia have, also, slrown {hat priority 
must be giyeri to, coijsulting the general 
public iin redeşlgiing, the streetscene, . 
CTT Lothar. Voter. 
: „ (Frankfurter Rundschau, 12 March 19840) 
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Driver signalling code should be 
formalised, say experts 


Professor Mertens and his associates 
watched 400 pedestrians cross the road 
at a set of traffic lights, noting 290 
items of information per case, 

Two of the 400 were nearly run over 
because no signs had been given or they 
misunderstood those that were, “Old 
folk often rush headlong across the street 
as though {hey were unable to do 
otherwise," Professor Mertens writes, 

Professor von Savigny, on the other 
hand, feels headlight-flashing, for in= 
stance, has proved “a triumph of com- 
mon sense over the law” and is both 
useful and reliable. 

There is no end to what a flash of the 
headlights can be used lo say, he claims, 
illustrating his claim wilh a tale of three 
cars, 

Car A is stuck because the car in 
front, car B, is stationary at an interseo- 
tion, He flashes his headlights at B to 
say: “Get a move onl” 

Car B then remembers to use his in 
dicator to explain that he wants to make 
a left-hand turn across the crown of the 
road. 

Car A flashes again, as if to say: “Use 
your indicator earlier next time" The 
driver of car B raises his hand in a ges- 
ture of apology and flashes his headlight 
again to emphasise the fact. 

But this last flash is also aimed at car 
C, which is coming towards them in the 
other direction. C can see the indicator 
as well, of course, and understands the 
flash to mean: “Let me turn off, please!” 

Car C slows down and flashes his 
headlight to say: “Go ahead!" B takes his 
left-hand turn and flashes his headlight 
as a gesture of thanks. 

C flashes a “Don't mention it.” So 
does A as he finally manages to drive 


on. 

Cologne judge Eugen Menken, who 
deals exclusively with traffic offences, 
bears out Professor von Savigny’s find- 
ings. He has handled about 500 insur- 
ance claims a year for the past l1 years 
and has yet to come. across. a single cage 
in which signals of this kind have been 
misunderstood, “It works like a charm,” 
he says, 

Professor Mertens, who is not şo sure, 
calls for standardisationof sone key signs 
that should be learnt from childhood. 
®» OK". — ‘You what? "” 

® “Yes.” —~ “No,” : 
e “You drive.” — “Tm about to drive,” 
® “Please.” — “Thank you." 

He has yet to decide what the precise 
signs should be, During dayfight hours 
hand, arm and head gestures would suf- 
fice, but at night a flashlight might be 
necessary. e 

“Lega! regulations are . certainly going 
to prove difficulty”. he :concedes, “since 
the whole idea only makes sense if it is 
internationally agreed", ;. : 5 
a FE Ingtld Baas. 


` (Dio Welt, 8 March 1980) 
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More eviden, 
` of slowing 
earth rotatig 


physicists in the first week in Mui 

Astronomers and cosmochemig; . 
attended the symposium, whid | 
with the origin of the solar systen 

Professor Peter Brosche of Bam! 
versity said the speed of the earlit 
tion was slowing down at & rate dj 
milliseconds per century. 

This may not seem unduly dlr 
but as geologists would be the fs 
point out, it all adds up in the oun 


eadlights flashed by a motorist in 
Nuremberg on 12 July 1973 had 
Iragic consequences, The motorist meant 
if as a warning; a 14-year-old girl took it 
a few billion years. flo mean: “After you! Go ahead and 


- ; çross the road.” 
system might be slowing dom: ‘injured. Three years later the Federal 
earth’s rotation speed ` Supreme Court ruled she had been the 
But not until 1963 did a palaeg, Yictim of anı inappropriate warning signal, 
gist prove that days had becn shu Motorists were confused and upset. 
past geological eras, Did this mean farewell to the system of 
In 1955 another scientist wo, Signs and gestures they 0 e 
that a few billion years ago earth e 0 each other from the wheel 

i imi 4 c8 

Ee. Wee in pero proriey It was not a hard and fast e of 
icantic ti yı  ourse, just an arrangement of conveni- 
i e e ا‎ o ence that motorists learnt in practice 
support of this ا‎ i yet tle ther than as part of the highway code, 
hed ف‎ Two Bielefeld professors n 0 
„ shed academic light on a part of daily 
gE life that has hitherto led a wallflower ex- 


istence i Acadenıe. 
that neutrinos, elementary paris U in the groves of 


take shape during hydrogen f 
mm 
Glorious weather for 8.50 DIN 


fusion inside the sun and reach CC 

minutes later, have lately declined 

frequency. 
is too much to expect, bul we can promise you 
ihat with the ald of our climate handbooks you will 
be able to travel when the weather sulis you best. 


They are Klaus Mertens, a sociologist, 
and Eike von Savigny, a linguist and 
philosopher. : 

Professor Mertens investigated Com» 
munication Processes in Road Transport, 
with a view to possible improvements, 
on behalf of the Road Transport Re- 
search Institute, Cologne. 

Professor Yon Savigny dealt with Non- 
Verbal Motorists’ Language, the German 
for which conveniently strips down to 
the acronym Niveau, He did so under 
the aegis of the Scientific Research As- 
sociation. 

Their findings differ on the efficacy 
of the unspoken tongue of motorists 
and road-users. 

Professor Mertens says: “There is al- 
ways a risk of misunderstanding.” Nearly 
all signs are vague in meaning, he reck- 
ons. Professor von Savigny says: “Non- 
verbal motorists" language is more cffec- 
tive than many think,” 


Scientists conclude that the wu 
ups and downs, or cyclical spates 0l 
tivity and relative inactivity, 

Unlike neutrinos, photons (the 2 
energy on which the earth lives) 
6,000 years to reach the surface o 
sun. 

A number of scientists thus 
there to be a new ice age 6,00 J 
from now. 1 

Over the past 10 years astro 
have made progress on the the’ 
how stars originate. : 

They are formed, Professor St 
Karler said, when dark clouds, or % 
dense clouds of cosmic dust, 4ê 
densed at the edge of spiral sm’ 
shock waves, : 

The shock waves to which € i 
could, for instance, emanate fro 
explosion of a supernova in the 
vicinity. ّ 

Scientists are fairly sure stars 4 
rently in the process of formato’. 
Orion, a dark cloud of this kind. 

X-ray astronomers havê been pf | . 
the origins of the universe for İS ¥ 


Business and private 
travel overseas calls for 
careful preparatlon. 

The weather varies so 
wildly ihat you may 
be Infor an 
unpleasant surprise. 


These climate handbooks are complled by 
experlenced meteorologists and list monthl! 
statistics for major cities: temperature, ralnfall, 
rainy days, humidity and mentlon of special 
features such as fog, thunderstorms, whirlwinds 


and so on. 


Reference sections round off the data, . 
miaking the climatological handbooks 


a ES 1 to comprehensive guides every traveller م‎ 
Their. discipline only dates back to will need. They clude. 65 charts and - م‎ 
when the first cosmic X-Tay ; about 11,000 figures on 80 to $0 pages. ر‎ 
discovered. N a, اکر‎ 

Since November ‘1978 the U 0 


States has had' an X-ray satellite e 
the" Einsteli Observatory, from 
this observation: has been nade. 
The discovery ‘was ‘facilitated bY 
development: of a lighly sensitive 
cope. by Hans Wolter, a. German 
cist : ا‎ 


| 
tlt East Asla 


I handbooks arê 


ı In West Germany Work is in e 
on. an X-ray satellite, Robisût; and the, Middle East. 
scheduled for launching in tlie." و ر و‎ 
to point. a- large»sized telescope Fl 2. 7 1. j2 
sky on the lookout for X-rays. E 


2 . 


. *" {(§tuttgarter Nachrichten, 8.March 1F 
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search centre dealt with developments in 
harnessing heat from the sea, the tides, 
the waves and geothermic heat, all of 
which are virtual non-atarters for West 
Germany. 

He then dealt with wind power. Bonn 
Research Minister Volker Hauff said in a 
written answer to a Bundestag question 
at the end of January that wind power 
could well rival hydroelectric power as a 
supplier to the national grid. : 

In other words, it could meet about 8 
per cent of demand, always providing, of 
course, that the research backed by the 
Ministry proved a success, 

This, for the most part, means Growi- 
an, a pilot project with twin rotors 100m 
in diameter arıd its hub at an altitude of 
100m that is intended to generate up to 
3 kilowatts... . 

Growian I is scheduled to be built at 
Kaiser-Wilhelm-Koog, near Brunsbûttel, 
north of Hamburg. 

Herr Stûcker still feels idling periods 
may give rise to technical difficulties, 
but they are nothing in comparison with 
the capital Investment required, since 
each unit would need to be designed to 
withstand tlie worst conceivable gale, 

Besides, suitable windspeeds could 
only be expected in coastal areas of 
Germany. Harnessing wind power was 
an intriguing proposition but technical 
difficulties remained to be solved. 

At the outset Professor Meyer Abich 
of Essen University had taken a closer 
look af the concept of energy. Saving 
energy or cutting back demand were not, 
he said, the final objective. 

What was needed was to meet re- 
quirements of energy-related services 
and other conveniences of modern 
living. So any appraisal of energy must 
take technological know-how, capital 
and labour into account too, 

The aim must be to strike the ideal 
balance between the four. Capital, for 
instance, could be used to carry out en= 
ergy saving and to develop related know- 
how, 

Indeed, energy saving as an “alterna- 
tive source of energy” had only really 
been discovered when the oil crisis had 
upset the previous balance, 2 

An entirely different issue had assum- 
porta, Professor Meyer Abich 
sai 


What was needed was a comprehen- 
sive report on the social compatibility of 
alternative energy sources, 

Rolf H. Simen 


(Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeltung 
flr Deutschland, 12 March 1980) 


Alfred Wegeners continental drift 
o has gained widespread accep. 
nce, 


It assumes there to have been ar ori- 
ginal. continent, Pangaia, consisting of 
Laurasia in the north (later to becomé 
North America and Eurasia) and Gond- 
wana in the south {later to become 
South America and Africa), 

Still further south three more land- 
masses moved towards their present [o- 
cation 200 million years later as Antarc- 
tica, India and Australia, 

Between Laurasia and Gondwana 
Tethys, an arm of the sea took shape 
180 million years ago. It was a forerun- 
ner of the Mediterranean. 2 

The Mediterranean is thus an ocean of 
long standing surrounded by relatively 
recent mountain ranges, and it is extre- 
mely popular with geologists and geo 
physicists. ET 

It is an unruly region, dus to the gras 
dual return of Africa towards Eùrope 
and the geological havoc this wreaks, 

Mountains in and around Créte arê. still 
growing a centimetres a year, or 100 
times ‘faster than the Alps. dpa 

(Fiaikfurter Neue Preass, 1 March 1980) 
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Warning over untapped 
energy sources 


thelr widespread use stands and falls 


with the cost, which is currently at least 
DM20 per watt and would need to be’ 


substantially reduced before becoming 
economic, 
Professor Bloss, also of Stuttgart Uni- 


versity, told physicists in Bielefeld that’ 


developments are, however, in progress, 
As a substitute for conventional slll- 


cium solar cells thin-layer solar cells. 


have been developed for large-scale use, 
and they use less material], are less 
trouble to manufacture and cost less too, 

Thin-layer copper sulphide cells have 
been developed to the point at which 
they achieve about 8 per cent efficiency. 

Combinations of various kinds of 
thin-layer solar cells are, moreover, ex- 
pected to harness about 30 per cent of 
the solar power available, 

Thin-layer cells of amorphous silicium 
have likewise assumed great importance 
as a stepping stone for further develop- 
ments. 

But the problem of variable energy 
density remains, and this variation is 
what may well put a damper on the ori- 
ginal enthusiasm when schemes were 
first costed. 

Professor Lehner added that in assess- 
ing solar collectors and heat pumps a 
clear distinction must be made between 
room heating and water heating. 

At present, he said, it was doubtful 
whether collectors would ever be able to 
compete with feat pumps in central 
heating. 

Collectors did not enjoy a clear ad- 
vantage in water heating either. Hybrids 
could well prove a more satisfactory S0- 
lution. 

On balance he felt solar energy would 
one day assume greater importance as a 
power source than other regenerative 
energy resources. 

But such difficulties arose in using it 
that developments in this sector could 
only be viewed on a long-term basis. 

So it would be as well to keep al 
options open, thereby ensuring that no 
potential usage would be either written 
off or overriden, 

Herr Stécker of Jiülich nuclear re- 


Forum discusses 
planet’s origin 


planet was conglomerated from heaps of 
cosmic rubble under the influence of 
increasing gravitation. 

Water was stored in minerals and later 
released during volcanic activity, said 
West Berlin geologist Professor Klaus 
Joachim Reuter. 

The earth’s state four and a half bil- 
lion years 'or so ago is assumed to have 
been comparable with that of „the aste 
toids that ply their way between Mars 
and Jupiter, ّ 

There can be no doubt tat convec- 
tion took place from the beginning of 
time, with the earth radiating heat from 
a hot core, thereby establishing the 
precondition for the formation of Pan- 
thalasse, the original ocean, ' 

Yet geologists and geophysicists no- 
netheless deem it unlikely that water 
ever fully covered the earth's surface, 

Science may yet to have üntavelled 
the secrets. of the earth's origins but 


FE omous amounts of energy liber« 
ated around the world go virtually 
unused, The gur, for instance, shines 
about 174,000 terawatt hours a year 
earthwards, one terawatt being 1,000 
million kilowatts, 

About 33 terawatts are liberated as 
fieat from the bowels of the earth and a 
further 3.3 are unleashed by tidal waves 
all over the world. 

“But these flgures must not be taken 
as arr occasion for jubilation when com- 
pared with current world energy con- 
sumption totalling 7.6 terawatt hours, or 
82bn tonnes of coal equivalent, 

°` This warning note was sounded at an 
energy forum held on the occasion of 
the annval conference of the German 
Physics Association in Biclefeld by Pro- 
fessor Lehner of the University of Stutt- 
gart. 
Energy-saving and regenerative energy 

sources were the chief topics discussed 
at the forum, which he was quick to 
remind that energy resources must be 
regarded not only in terms of quantity 
büùt also in terms of their locally avail 
able density. 

In Aswan, Egypt, sunshine accounts 
for roughly 2,540 kikowatt hours per 
square metre per annum. In Munich the 
figure İs 1,140, in Stockholm, Sweden, a 
mere 920 kilowatt hours, 

Assuming further that 10 per cent of 
the sunshine can be hamessed to gener. 
ate electric power (which is roughly the 
efficiency of good silicium solar cells), 
the corresponding potentiaf is available, 

In Aswan 254 kilowatts per square 
metre might presumably be harnessed 
from the sunshine, as against 114 kilo- 

watts in Munich and 92 kilowatts in 
Stockholm, 

A further problem is that solar power 
stations must necessarily be designed to 
harness the total power nominally avail 
able, whereas in practice poor weather 
may put paid to the equation. 

Besides, as iş always the case where 
Power supplies vary, difficulties occur 
with storage and transport, 

Conventional solar cells may be admi- 
fable in performance and lifespan, but 


S cientists are still keenly debating the 
origins of planet earth, which is an 
estimated four billion years old, and cur- 
rent research was reviewed at the Alfred 
Wegener symposium in West Berlin. 

, The symposium was held at the end 
of February in memory of the birth cen 
tenary of Alfred Wegener, the Marburg 
scientist whose name will always be as- 
sociated with the continental drift 
theory. 

`. “The further back we go,” said Profes- 
sor Volker Jaocbshagen in Berlin, “the 
lesg enthusiastically and tle more cau 
tiously are geologists prepared to com- 
mit themselves,” 

What actually happened when the 
earth took shape is no more than scien- 
tific surmise — virtual legend, د‎ 

An old theory had it that the earth's 
orust was originally covered entirely in 
water, but current opinion is that the 
hydrosphere has undergone a change. 

„ Water was probably released from the 
earth's Interior, or malnly so, as can still 
be observed during volcanic activity, 

It has presumably been in existence, 
as ice, since the beginnings of the earth 
when, to put it in simple terms, the 


Oskar Kokoschka ` (Photo: dpa) 

He painted in hotel rooms and posted 
his urban landscapes before the paint 
was dry on the canvas, In the 30s, when 
Kokoschka was managed by Paul Cassi- 
rer, he was contemptuously dismissed as 
the “Mitropa painter,” implying that he 
did his painting in railway sleeping cars. 

What he really sought to do was to 
rescue the world's beauty from collective 
suicide, 

Take Prague, for instance, “1 painted 
Prague not with the intention of provid- 
ing. topographical guides or immortalis- 
ing momentary impressions in the im- 
pressionist stylê. : 

“I did so because cities nowadays are 
made of sand and their dwellers neither 
care for the past nor are aware of a 
future; indeed, they are afraid of it 


even,” 
Wolf Schdn 
(Rhelnischer Merkur/Christ und Welt, 
29 February 1980) 
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was afraid he might 
be confused by 

alien influences as 
. he progressed, He 
did strike up an ac 
quaintanceship with. 
George Grosz, but it 
was hardly a happy 
one. Kokoschka was 


Academy 
in the interwar years 
and paid more at- 
tention to his cus- + 


than to the political 


struggles of the 
Weimar’ ` ‘Republic; 
Grosz called him the ' 


art whore Oskar 
Kokoschka and 
threatened to ‘hang 
him on: the nearest .% 
lamp+post as soon i: 
as his party came to 
power. Kokoschka  :' 
both had little truck 
with other artists 
and Was reluctant to 
disclose ' thê major 
influence on his own art, apart from 
Tintoréêtto and the late Titian. 

` ' He once explained how he had hit on 
‘the idea, in Venice, of painting the view 
from two different windows so as to 
achleve, from the typical breadth of this 
panoramic view, the multidimensionallty 
of his Baroque att,’ 

But otherwise he kept interpreters on 
a short rein: “Source research is like the 
wind that blows dead leaves across your 
path.” 

The winds of his own restless nature 
did not allow him, to settle down until 
old''age; His İlfe was marked by an inı- 
ability to settle down in a Europe cha- 
raclerised by continual, forcible change, 

He served as an Austro-Hungarian 
dragoon guard on the Eastern front and 
was bayoneted by a Russian soldier, On 
his recovery he embarked on the unset- 
tled existence of a traveller without lug- 
BAge. 


-a professor at the 
Dresden 


‘todlanship of thé cin 
fy's art - galleries : f 


e saw all the 
. aesthetic revolution 


what,'at times, were decidedly lose and 
secretive personalities. : ' 

' This gave him ‘ample opportünity to 
get to know his subjects well, and with 
‘some he tfemainied on „fermi of close 
friendship. ١ 

He ly regretted the passing of the 
good: old" days when the Aùstro-Hun- 
‘gara ‘family ‘of nations was ‘stil!’ intact 
'and ‘half the world cold be covered 
without irksome requirements such 43 a 
passport, 

But he did. more than, spend his time 
talking politics with Adenauer or ehgag- 
ng, i in the academic delights of a discus- 
siori of the late Titian with other clients. 

At the end of the war he was penni- 
less .and spent so long at the Lake Ge- 
neva home of a millionaire, businessman 
whose portrait he. was painting that he 
was gble to sell a few more paintings 
and leave, with, cash in hand, 

He also’ wrote, and writing for him 
‘was much more than an interval of in 
tellectual relaxation along the lines of “a 
change is as good as a rest.” 

That was why he always felt attracted 
to poets and musicians, whereas he al- 
ways steered well clear of other painters. 

A dynamiée wizard with colours, he 
willingly owned up to being an expres- 
sionist and was moved by the inner ex- 
pression not the outward image, but 
even in his tempestuous Berlin days, &8- 
snciated with Herwarth Walden, ho 


Nowaday. shunned contact with the Brlcke group, 


In Paris to he never set foot in 
famous artists’ rendezvous such as the 
Café du Dome. “! never liked that 
market place where fashionable artists 
waited for their American clients” he 
wrote. 

But the true reason for Kokoschka’s 
solidary habits probably lay deeper. He 


tress, is nıarried to the actor Vadim 
Glowna. 

Although Olga Chekhova was awarded 
the title of “state actress” in 1938, she 
managed to absent herself from ‘most of 
the “soul destroyiig” (as she called i) 
functions of the Nazi regime. ' 

Rumours aftef the War that she had 
spied for, the , ûssians 1 later proved un 
founded. 

Olga Chekkova always devoted all shêé 
had fo her acting work. 

In 1973, she wrote in her autobiog- 
raphy: My Clocks fun Differently — an 
eriigmatic ‘statement which puzzled the 
e 
mains an’ 1, important Woméii; dl Spite, her 
memoirs.” 

„Even her three mariages, all of them 
divorced, had little efféect on. her life. 
hé lived in, Bavaria together with Ada 
(until the laiter's death) and her grand- 
daughter Vera, and .shê bristled, ih 
new ideas to thê end. . , 1 

, Having given up her caréer a8 an aer 5 
test, she. began to study medicinê . . ber 
cause she wanted to open a şana{oriuiy 
But she abandoned thiş and: took, ,gharge 
of ,a studio for young movie, aefort. She 
also , transjated, Tolstoy wO 
books on. cosmgtieg, ani i 0, 

But in her later years= sho was tly 
successful 0 : d ‘of her .cos-. 
metics: oon which : her : ;lovely 
face. was the! ortenmeny dpa’ 
ی‎ 2p jihHfbelirlehten, 1 1 Marek 1980) 


eritics: As' dne:of tham’ ‘Hut Its’ fSht 


Chekhova, the 
self styled 


ugly duckling 


In 1962, tho was’ warded the Golden 
Film Strip’ for her successful life’ work, 


` Four. years’ late, Chekhova’s’ daughtet, 
‘Adaj'was killed in. an. dir. disaster, o. 


, "Her granddaughter,’ Vera, alao an ac- 


ctress Olga Chekhova has died, She 
was 83. 

Born in Alexandropole in 1897, the 
daughter of 4 civil engineer, she was a 
direct descendent of Anton Chekhov, 

At 16, she married her cousin, Mic 
chael. Çhekhoy, but divorced him three 
years later, shortly .after the birth of her 
daughter, Ada. 

. She: first studied Sculpture in St. Poe 
tersburgy and later enrolled at the Mos: 
cow acting school where she became the 
f ougt pupil of Konstantin Stanislavs» 
J 

. In 1921, Olga. Chekhova emigrated 0 


Germany: wheéteiF. W.' Murnau ‘discover ` 


‘ed''her'and lgave ‘her a ‘roleiin: his .fllm 
Schloss Vogeldd (Vogelöd Castle), ı: 


” Orlé of hé great succêesés "li those . 


years was the’ title role in Ibsen's Nora.’ 
She played. jn, about 200 miii 
among them Die drei vor der Tarik: 


he. . Filling Sion Three) Liéblirig er : 


Qtter (Darling Of the Gods) Pedr Gy 
Betreite Hinde ‘Libetated Hands) wit 
Brlgitté Horney and: esl but nof ih 
Willi Forsts, Bem e 


After World War. Il, she: also. piyê 


.in various Berlin theatres, i1. 
' .Sald she. abou hêrsêlf: “1 a an uel 


a vh 


duckling”. 
` In" the 5Ose, she “withdrew ‘entirely 


‘ftom film ‘work anid founded’ a icosmetics .:: 


company with branches. م‎ ‘Eutopê and 
‘the United States,’ i. 


Albert Ehrensfein, Georg. Trakl:‏ ا 
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. salesman lovingly dusts one. 1 i OBITUARIES 


„  Juxury cars — directed reality? 


Documentary reality u 1 
tion was also what Werner fn, 
presented with his film i 
Wolfsburg (for which he اسا‎ 
Golden Bean). 

Like Costard and Fintan 


ful musical and sun-flooded. I 
small Sicilian town, . 
Nicola, his silent flim 1 


0 ۱ r Kûkoschki was onê of tho lat 
4H ÛJ grand old men of painting to have 
etû, 8 personally experienced the 20th-century 
chiles but to come to wotk in ' gesthetic revolution from the. outset, 
Long a living monument, OK as he 
and he picks on. ua: (he self confidently initialed his paintings 
wagen plant) to ma! Some MOM! and was khown by ‘his' friends; died ‘at 
escape the poverty: of home, Villeneuve on Lake Ceteva, ' + 
Naturally, Wolfsburg : is cow For at least’ the lest:'10 years of his 
with the small Sicilian town ~~ ml ıyfe, after .the publication of his auto- 
only visually. The big VW insigılş biography, Kokoschka the erstwhile re» 
bollseg capitalism. yolutionary could no longer be called as 
Understandably, Nicola, û sei g witness for the prosecution, 
fellow, ;cannot. cope wih fils f £! His testimony Was no longer satisfac 
,ronment: in: whioh he fin ` tory as evidence of the emancipation of 
0e8, the „spiritual ıand „moral IH the arts from the burdens imposed by 
i ا‎ 7 n academic e 3 
;And ‘eventually ‘tall if: Jove Against the background of a stylistic 
blonde German girl. ' ۰: ..:. confusion worthy. of the Tower of Babel 
: There iş..no sign of, ã ا‎ # he had made no boneş about his views, 
there anything ‘that can ‘be equslfli lomperamentally sniping at conventional 
a, cliché:in tke ensuing trial when bi art history like the fearless single com= 
la.has to answer, charges of ml 0 bat specialist that he was, 
, stands , accused of . having ' He was so annoyed with dehuman« 
young Germans,’ .. .."", sed, “abstract” art that he had little pa- 
. Şohrqeter,. 35, made about lu lence with any developments since the 
other films before E Baroque, for which he had nothing but 
lermo oder Wolfsburg Wat Qt praise. 
the most beautiful and true to Hee “Pauperisation of the power to give 
‘of the festival; and notwithstandiyi shape to human existence,” he wrote, 
length (two-and-a-half hours) lf wa “was already apparent in classical histo 
of the moşt gripping and up ricim, in the sentimental romantio de 
films of the past years. sire of the French Revolution for a past. 
It ‘was made mainly with ly tt “Historicism was followed, in impres« 
and: thus: proves thrat-it is not dw slonlsm, by an attempt to analyse scien- 
many's hew cinema nede ba tifitolly. ا م‎ 8 
directo! d auth: ho hare u progress 8 
Has (o ou perlmet ا‎ of so-called non-object art. 
dû Who is to blame for “the human de- 
Movie houses and distribulors 8¢ 
ing for a new star-oriented dinen sire to giva shape to things threatening 
fourth generation has already dll to cone to an end”? In retrospect Ko- 
war on them kosnlka blamed the intellectualisation of 
Thuy a yo Haken ا ل‎ currently culminating in 
“Theoretical principle and logic,” he 
from publio nane Yoho! Felt ûmplained, “have had increasingly little 
CO etuehe Aligarh RD a is iG 
What is art? “The essence of art has 
ا‎ been to act as an Intermediary 
hn convoying hüman experience.” 


formilessness 


0 
8 long e a This is a commodity of which there 


Fs never ,any shortage in Kokoschka’s‏ ۾ 
wentful artist's life, begun as a coritro-‏ و ا “Every singles image‏ 


Formation, Just like women in al and argumentative traditionalist 
9 


in f 
În Imperial .Vienna, 
siptor ado <P 

PE ۳ . Soon after starting out to shock estab 
“Maybe the film-maker j even Û shed opinion he settled down to paint 
thls: helet bı! i of his ‘conteltiporaries, ‘sofie al- 
: famous, ‘others eccentric and Hold- 

e forth promise of fame to come,‏ ا 
elt Loos, his patron and untiring‏ 
Tension between spot «plotoril |. wurco of encouragement, was first, to‏ 
tutice Kokoschka’s X-ray eye, and’ the‏ ا formation and quasi-nusical‏ 
structure in gly beri! „list went in for portraits partly ouf of‏ 
the decision’ to get. reference, Partly to gam gi living.‏ 

diger n ad e ا‎ 


,„soundtrackrto, Pictures. of the: 


hn Weare. hiş, subjects ا‎ Karl 


4d Amold .Schénberg, in Berlin Her- 
orth Walden, Else Lasker Senile, Paul 
meaning 1 hi ng MOE tand Tila Durieu., : 

. age 1 given expresso. 
us a, finds. i place 


u 
0 


‘Heuss and Kontad: Adenauer. . 

0 ا‎ his work ‘seriously’ serd 
“even weeks ‘torturing himself 

i 1 victims,“as he called them; Uritil 

[ray discovered the “tin-opener” to 


ahd vok 


letrit 


1 j belongs to the third generally ; 
jim depicts the meagre and yen 


while his Frau gegenllber 


“1 " phth’ of his existence 18 fll 


. Debuisy's Pelléas et Mélisande, and four 
` four-minute soundtracks are combined 


7 0 
ps (iamang ' gibbons from the 
Zoo: in Washington D.C) and 


re of Four 


ili 
0 {y-teadily 4s 'ohe ‘heat ete 7 
.Wyborny’s films, of which 
. Blefh ‘of the elon and Pictures of the 
' Last Word: fı of the tour pro- 


count, were resto‏ ,ي 
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Wi THE CINEMA . 


e fascination with a camera 


i ` tUrAS tO obsession 


Til) ا‎ it was the third generation : 


that dominated in Berlin, among them 
‘Hatis Noever with his exciting film Dor 
Preis firg' Uberlébéen (the price of sur- 
vival) which ‘provided a worthy opening 
for the festival. 

His. witty odysses Dio. Nacht mit 
Çhandler, (night with Chandler) was 
shown ih the series “New German 
Films” 
(woman açross, fhe street) had ite Pier. 


`." .niere last eat... 
.Noeyer, poet, essayist and 1aureate of 


the" dbyeted: Blind War 'Vekefaris" Radio 
Play Prlze' a well as one-time lecturer at 
the Munich, Film and Television ' Aoa 
demiy, İs also a co-founder of the Auth- 


ort FIin Publhning Hoise. e 
‘But hlg' exalted ex-colleaı a Te 
him ftom ‘their tanks bi مت‎ 0 


they sold ~ he: was no’ 0 
Now fié haé sucteeded: in‘showing that 
German filrh Qaii' be’ international, thrlllr 
ig and maintain a‘ high stahdatd,. | 
"The ctowning event at the festival was 
Monareh by the ‘documentary film 
makers Johannes Flltsch and Manfred 
Stelzer, i 
` ‘Their ‘work shows a’ profêtslûna! onek 
armed-bandit player specialised in one 
make ûf these machines, named “Mint”. 
‘With ‘muçfi making mock of himself 
ahd" without 'a' trace of’ vanity, he takes 
u4 through the Infemo of German pater 
Td r" 
The' two film-makers, wifosè ""docu- 
mentaries have been shown on televi- 
‘sion, have demonstrated that they have 
the talent it takes to depict reality in a 
manner that lends ‘their fllms an lr of 
authenticity: 
Flûtsch and Stelzer asked the profes 


sloral, gambler’ in thelr flim: “What is" mentaries who are oornpletely 


.Tuxuty for you... money, automobiles?™; : 
' Instead of giving an answer, The Mon- 
arch, as ho is called in the film, gazes at 
, the window of an automobile dealer as a 


New views: of. r 


„OWNS 8 
and cities 


four four-minute fll sequenced, 


: Nai 
' a total 64 minutes of. film, 
The majestic. .architectu 
' Shadows i5 awen 1 
i yet inviting and uhnderştandabl 
` A fine undlertandlE al 


ey are sli EES 


e: not abstract;. showing’ ifi 


ke Lae 


٣ eget 
bh i 0 


` tatimeélit 


Belholz, J ; 
Imurh, 


of a novel into; movie, drawing what 
0 0f reality jit has from the 


: e Sik Bohm’s Im Herzen des 
Huirridan (İn the. heart of the hurricane), 
,a naughty. boys’ story. — at least s0 far a8 
his concept of reality is concerned, With 
the accuracy of a registrar he goes, 
through a checklist of topical problems: 
depopulation of cities, longing for a 
piece of land, sects, alternative ways of 
life, police state and West Germany... 

The whole thing is triggered by an elk 
‘which two Harhburg boys pursue 411 the 
‘way to Frankfurt, There, at a autobahn 
'cfossrosdg,: thé 'élk gets hls coup de 
grace 28 a 1 thundêrs overhead..' 1 

' Hark ' Bohn’ flim ' once ' mire: shows 
‘that ts maker ii a big talker with total 
lknorarice of doolal interplay, 

“Jt is in such a pitiful way ‘that ' some 
‘of ÇGêrmany’s fllm-makers fall ‘on both 
scçrêés:' ptoviding 4: pietorlal story ' of 
their own past, (Sanders-Brahrns, ° Bar- 
thelmesg-Weéller ‘and Meyer ‘and intet- 
pfeting the present of all of us (Bohm, 
Fleischmann, Engstrêm and Trotta), 

But with the ample stato gubsidies 
that have been showered on them and 
‘Tong spolled by .benign critics, they all 
nevertheless consider themselves  leglti 
mate heirs of those film-makers who, 17 
years 4go,, declared Grandpa's tnovie 


dead contlnulg. tq use hp, methods 


‘ih meking thelr films, 

Since the battle ery of the fist o. 
erhausen generation (Kluge, Reitz, Ris- 
chert, Schamoni) there have been four 
film-making’ periods or “generations” as 
some might call them, 

Those of the second genetatlon „iow 
number among those who hve arfived 
and have collected intermstional anid 
national prizeş, making ‘money. in. the 
process, They inolude. Schiöndorff, Sy- 
berberg, Fassbinder, Lilienthal, Hautf 
and Win Wenders, 1 


 iim-makers' Larry 'Gottheim of the 

United States ‘and ‘Klaus Wyborn) 
and’ Rûdiger Neumann ftom Harmbuı 
are E my this month with û 


he Ro oboe tile this: tH ‘of: ‘experimental 
film-makers „ portray have much n 
‘edmmon: the "filnlliir . geogiiphy' 0 


town and tountry: 
` "that ‘14 why IE fii and, ‘ehtertalnl 
E bffett «with 


ment, to ges. thd :Vatyil 


whol! thb conventional ‘hatratlvê' fitmn"lk : 


toppling and eplaced: by Soriethii 


r otthalm: is an architect, Wybotiy 
composer who calls himself an engl ek 
anid Neymérnın a "šurveyor, and 'thëir' lew 
struclurés ars ‘s0: N to takplin û be 
tle mêailtig that i 'wbuld bê" ‘ih. ob 
straitlaced to talk merely. hn , trig f 
structural cingma. , 

oy calls‘ his fhe: Bie’ Helle 
1 of mule for’ the “eyes, 
0 hey hal be Sen! to te se8 ow 2 


8 YHhiëlm “n* Four Shadows “has 16 
speakers'. feolte 11 lines ‘fron’ ord 
worth's Prelude. E. 


Hes, : 18Û' yea: oly: arê ‘read 
by 'a ae toll Helnz: Bm: 
‘has Mekas, Peter Kubelka, T 
Minuca . Viilaverde, Alfons’ Schilling, 
„ kiko Irturi and Klas Wyborny., . , 
i Another ' soundtrack is takon from 


YM 


Fe didin “thi: dallihts. of 
an Şmm fllmi . camêra, and 
fiamê by. îfime, hls’ fascination increases, 
“™Wiat, are you shooting?" 4. frlend 
#êks Outslde a'fabtory, ° ilr 
riin that moves,” answer: Flt} 
plhyed. by ' Jerzy Sh im Kiajettol 
0 louis fll, The Amûfél, 
1p, tho heto of this Pollsh produc 
fo he initially . the ,bypleal. man in the 


Together. with Fils wifa Irie, Hk fives in 
a hat eW apartmént, ahxlously airing 
e birth of ã aug, 

' ` Ta. have a reco 0 het development 

hê buys 8 simple i camera, eventubl- 

ly 0 té usé It. Soon, he seés every'- 

thing around him only through the 
viewfinder, 

‘What bégan ûs 4 ` hobby’ evênituially 
leads {o 4 minor prize at an amateur 
film, feştival nı the capltal and tû critical 
documentaries on labor conditions, one 
of which is even broadcast on television: 

Far, by frame, Filip bêécoméş en- 
slaved, by his camera. His wife leaves 
him, together with theif daughter, ' his 
friends losé their jobs due .to his efitical 
involvement 1 labour and. his docu- 
mentarles on 1 

And, O hl “objective clnematio 
interpretatlon” of social realities leads to 
a çanlljct between himself ehd the faç- 
tory management, 

in thê end, Flip shares ‘HIS . dopléled 
apartment (the wife has taken most of 
the furniture) with the cémerd 4s his 
only companion. 

He talks to it and, holding the lens 

fgainst his face, pulls the trigger and 
tellg it how it all began, 
„ In Kieslowski's film it iş the plctureş 
that talk ~ a gratifying exception at.the 
3ûth Berlin Film Festival , the Berlinale, 
and its “International Forum of Young 
Film-makers”; 

The Amateur Was awarded ‘the Otto 
e Prize of the „Protestant Film 


llke in Kieslowskls filmy. in :the 
new German. movies jt is still the actors 
who telk, 

' This is':so. in Ingemo Engstrin'’s 
Letzte Liebe (Last Love) as it is inn. Marr 
garete .voni Trotta’s Sohwestom poder Die 
Balanca das . .Gllcks ‘(Sisters or tht 
‘Balance. of Happiness): or. in Christian 
Rischert’s. Leia Rais (all. made .in 1979 
and shown jin Berlin this .year in the 
nerleg “New German Fllnis") '.. .., 

. ‘It also applies to the Swiss fllhı-<makor 
Beat: Kuer’s Sehilten ahd to Recha 
Jungmann’s Efwas tuf weh (Something 
Hurts) ...4 graffiti writer e to the 
poster! “especially thi¢ fi 

3 ' Inûre talk i8 a30. xprortlnently ten 
tifed in' Helma Sandere-Brahms" De- 
utschland blejche Mutter (Germany palê 
Mûthe? and in Die Kinder:voh Noi 67 
(the dhildren from No, 67) by Usoh Bar 
thelmess-Weller and Wemer:Meyor, : ': 

Vsch Barthelmess-Weller is a trallied 
kindetgartert' teacter and sb: she has np 
trouble getting the ehildretl to’ play! i 
ahd that's about a that e bp ald for 
the film! ° 
, The camera has little else to leteh 
onto but 1e gay’ fancy dress party’ of the 
children’ ahd ‘adults In ‘an öld . Betlin 
‘tenerient, ‘and even the tragedy df û Job- 
less {n the 30s develops into a milithnt 
„ Proletifiaii fy. 

The wholé ‘thihg' ls stodgy conversion 
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likely to succeed. On no account must 
the child be excused school to facilitate 
treatment, a main feature of which must 
be gentle coercion, aş it were, to eçncOU= 


‘rage the child to attend school. 


Treatment is successful in six or 
seven out of ter cases where it is 
brought to a conclusion, the ratio being 
lower in cases where the phobia is long=- 
established. 

Professor Remschmidt expressed sur- 
prise that figures could be kept in a city 
like Berlin (and frequently were). 

Treatment often consists of sending 
the child fo hospital, thereby engineer= 
ing a separation from the parent figure, 
and using behaviouraî therapy techni- 
ques .at times accompanied. by medica- 
tlon, since school phobia often entails 
depression. 

School argsf is used to denote actual 
fear of failure, fear of inordinate 
demands, fear of humiliation at school. 
Occasionally, but only occasionally, are 
genuine {but minor) shortcomings to 
blame. 

In cases such as these cooperation 
with the school is the best course, Often 
the solution is to persuade the teacher 
to change his or her behaviour, especial 
ly as staff will probably be unaware of 
the cause of anxiety, 

Truancy, on the other hand, iş an in- 
stance of what children’s psychologists 
call dissocial behaviour, and frequently 
accompanied by criminal offences of 
one kind or another. 

It is often practised by neglected chil- 
dren who have failed to learn certain sa- 
cial norms, and methods of treatment 
are correspondingly less likely to prove 
successful. 

‘Besides, “the therapist can seldom 
count on parental cooperation, A§ a rule 
the only option is to send the truant fo 
a strictly run children's home. 

The psychiatric repertoire was by no 
means universally satisfactory where 

Continued on page 16 


wi CHILDREN 


Pressures of school take their toll, 
especially in the cities 


In Cologne a .psyochiatrio commission 
of inquiry found 31 per cent of a years 
intake of first-year schoolchildren to be 
suffering from behavioural disturbances 
and performance impediments. 

During their first year at school 16.3 
per cent were found to stand out by vir- 
tue of thelr disorders, 6 per cont were 
sent home and told to walt another year 
before starting sohool and 8.7 per cent 
were earmarked for special schools, . 

Among juveniles between 13 and 17 
per cent suffer from behavioural disor 
ders, such as lack of concentration, re- 
stlessness, minor functional disturbances 
of the brain, dyslexia, depression and 
various forms of refusal to accept school, 

Three forms of this phenomenon, 
sohool angs{, school phobia and truancy, 
werê discussed in detail at the confer» 


ence. 

School phobia is not a genuine pho- 
bla; victims do not suffer from exagger- 
ated fear of school. What they are afraid 
of is separation from their mother (the 
problem is usually a symbiotic relation- 
ship with mum, at any rate). 

Some children are encouraged by their 
parents not to let hold of the apron 
strings. Some have not set foot inside a 
school for years. 

Children suffering from school phobia 
often develop a number of physical, 
“cover-up” symptom. 

Treatment must accordingly be aimed 
af loosening the inordinately close ties 
between child and adult to whom it 
relates. It must, in other words, involve 
family therapy, 

When parents come voluntarily with 
thelr children, treatment is more than 


Mixed bag for breakfast and 
often nothing at all 


Roughly from puberty on, findings in 
both Berlin and West Germany indicate, 
schoolchildren tend to prefer Coke or 
lemonade. to drink, 


Since sound nutrition is a prerequisite 
of healthy developırment parents, brothers 
and sisters, friends and medla advertia- 
ing could well set a good example. 

A 1976 report by the German Nutri- 
tion Association reckoned . children's 
diets were by no means balanced when 
it came to important minerals and vi- 
tamlnş ,eruclal toR child's developrient:, 

So parénts ougkit not to ‘take the ¢ y 


way. out, and give their qhildren the 
imorey instead, Sandwiches for break are 
2 besl, combined with milk, yoghurt 
pr frul 


A change of bread (there are 200 
varieties to chooşe from in Germany) ii is 


recommended, aş İs a charige of what is 
pu on it, Otherwise the snack i: hê- 
çame a boring regulerity, 


Recommended ohanges to be; mna 1n- 


clude the occasional slice of jeituce. or 
slices of apple, tomato or cucumber, 


Dootors.and nutritionists. agrte that e 


child's . sohaol ‘snack: is -.a, . convenient 
point at which to tench good ‘eativg 
.habitş, and sû help to forestall dietary 
.cComplajrits {hat curtently cost theo puri 
ty DMITbn, a Jee. ; : 


(Ftniikhirler Nin Ferrata A’ Hm 0 o9 


MS; than one West German 

schoolchild in 10 sets off for 
school in the morning on an ,empty 
stomach, claim a group ‘of educational- 
ists and nutritionists in West Berlin, 

A sample 3,357 Berlin schoolchildren 
were interviewed in January. The. find- 
ings were compared. with those from 
similar surveyş in West Germany, 

In West Berlin 14 per cent of school- 
children had no breakfast; in the Federal 
Republic the figure was 11 per cent. 

Another difference was that most Ber- 
lin schoolchildren seem to prëfer somer 

. .thing «sweet on thelr toll, or sandwich, 
whertéas ‘children in West Germany are 
equally divided in their preference for 
‘something sweet or something more 


nourishin 


' Berlin khldren have better drinking 
habits, though. They are less keen on 
coffee than their counterparts In West 


, „Germany, preferring milk and cocoa. 


` And although one Berlin schoolchild 


` ‘im seven ‘eats no’ breakfast before golng 


.to school, only one in 10 goes without 
snack to eat during the morning break, 


` 'whéréas in West Germaiy 12 per cent 
. do not take a: snack: with them,’ 


Nutritionists were delighted to find 
-that lunoh' packs contalned six .sausage 


‘Î: or cheese sandwiches for every jam 
: Î. sandwich, . 4. majority of the Berlin 
`. saniple also’ had an apple or‘some other 


frult to eat during breaks 


to their needs as children, even at home, 
while the pressure on children and ju- 
veniles at schoo! has skyrocketed. 

Mannheim children’s psychiatrist Mar- 
tin H. Schmidt attributes pressure at 
school largely to the educational boom 
of the 60s. He would prefer to have seén 
Hauptschule upgraded rather than inor- 
dinate Importance’ attached to university 
entrance qualifications. 

Gerhard Niebergall, a Berlin paediatri- 
cian and psychologişt, says he and his 
colleagues can well understand why 
children suffer from bouts of resignation 
in view of their limited future prospects, 

Psychiatric Disorders and School was 
nonetheless the subject of this year's 
further education conference of the Ber 
lin Psychiatric and Neurological Aşsocia- 
tion, 

Helmut Remschmidt, who chalred the 
conference, explained that care had been 
taken to avoid implying that psychiatric 
disorders were necessarlly caused by 
school. 

As a rule a number of circumstances 
combine to cause psychiatric disorders 
and disturbed behaviour such as is likely 
to jeopardise a child's scholastic deve= 
lopment, 

Claims as to their frequency vary Wi« 
dely, however. Professor Remschmidt, 
for instance, reckons that about 20 per 
cent of schoolchildren suffer from dis- 
turbed behaviour, the figure for city kids 
being LwİCê'as lılgh &s in rural areas, 
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appelphilipp, a schoolboy who was 
so full of beans he just would not 
sit still, is a proverbial character from 
Der Strnıwwelpeter, an illustrated chil 


- dren's book that has delighted genera- 


tions of Germans and been translated 
into dozens of other languages. 

He is probably the first case study of 
hyperkinesia, a restlessness widespread 
among children, just as Heinrich Hoff« 
mann, the author of Der Struwwelpeter, 
may well have been the first child psy» 
chiatrist. 

Born in 1809, Dr Hoffmann was a 
paediatrician and director of Frankfurt 


` municipal neurological clinic until his 
‘death in September 1894. 


In one way or another all the charac- 
ters in the book are psychiatrically dis- 
turbed or at least can be said to be ec 


. centric in their behaviour. 


In recent years — Dr Hoffmann’s 
book first appeared in 1847 — psychia» 
tric disorders have been increasingly ob- 
served among children. 

This is doubtless partly because ways 
and means of spotting them have im» 
proved and because doctors and psycho» 
logists have devoted more attention to 
the phenomenon. 

More especially, however, the situation 
children face has undergone fundamen- 
tal changes. It has, perhaps it would be 
better to say, been exacerbated. 

They are bonıbarded with stimuli of 
all kinds yet too little.atteution_iş_puid 
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These demands were hı 
English St. Christopher's Hospley 
many in Germany would اا‎ 1 
clinie”. But in Britain the place ijy 
a special care unit which aout, 
tients who are diagnosed as hopes 


The whole thing sounds like îj 
for the dying” and this haş 1 
rejection of the idea by many Y6 
doctors and medical authorities, 


But a film shown at the yup 
and: buttressed by eyewitness R 
made the delegates think. : 


.Qbviously, the patients reoeist ¢ 
al care in which relatives and Hh 
play an important part, E 
time for the patient and his wiih 
` One woman, a terminal cane, 


who: had had to spend months alt 
one, sald that she had 'hever i 


been so at peace as h the hf 
There she had become so relax! 


she nè longer feared death. 


How many incurables can st 
same of a German hospital? 


The delegates to the symposium 
cided to recommend the establish 
of a similar pilot institution it 
country. Some felt, however, lhl! 
would be better to simply introdutt 
cial wards along these lines at ei 
hospitals. 

With it all, death in hospital she: 
always be viewed as an emergenys' 
tlon. The desirable thing is still a & 
;a. home, surrounded by the fami . 

' ıt mignt meke it easier for wre¥ 
the dying person's family to conlerit:; 
their own death if they see thei te: 
of-kin dying in the conıfort of he f: 
ly fold. Helga Mis 

(Kleler Nachrlohten, اس‎ 


çent of the interviewed women a 
per cent of men sald that they MF 
sonal contact with the eal It 
others called contacts superficial %1 
cent of women, 40 per cent 
impersonal (30 per cent Wome, 
men). 


Doctors indirectly confirm’ irê 


i 


‘ings. They say that in only 10 E 


of cases did they know an 
thë effects of personal cir 


the allment, The same, goes f for e 


ing staff. 


.The manner in wileh pit 
I oe Nits ¥ 
of the nice..çhap”; 
of fellow “a aiffloult patent a 
low they’ didn't want ‘at’ hqiiê.et gij 
Others are roferteg’ to as “freh 

bad tip"; 0 


Bonri ,f eologianî ‘Böcklé 
î ee that all e: 

ust be madé aware 
ments arê’ lij etn 


PLEASE FILL IN AND RETURN ° 


E GERMANY ` 


‘gtess.: 


alumels) of he TRADE DIRECTORY QERMANY. 
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But gradually doctors 
feel ‘i1 at ‘ease.. with. ãll.: the fe 
its effects 


The. newly our 
.fara:.wants -to ; promote : ا‎ 
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WI MEDICINE 


Shying away from the only certain 


thing in life - death 


Jf there are no nursing applicants for 
certain hospital wards becauşge work in 
them is considered too hard — and this 


“Run-of-the-mill doctors give no thought to death and how their patients might best 
face If, Better dootors think about it and are troubled by the problems Its poses. There 
was a time whan Christian families prayed daily for an easy death, Everyone knew 


from childhood that daath was Inevitable, But thls awareness has been done away with inovitsbly applies to geriatric wardş — it 


is up to us to provide incentives both in 
the form of better training to enable 
nurses fo cope and in the form of better 
: `" pay. In r Tt is scandalous that a 
ا‎ : country like the Federal Republic of 

Jt is not surprising that hospitals are ۴ E 
often not up to the taşk of ‘providing Germany which, çonsiders itself a: social 


the best possible surroundings for deat h1 0 old eeonilee a! the expense 
to come. 
‘Doctors, too, must rethirk and: be 
Hospitals have a certain number of : 
beds which must be operated economi- prepared to work as a team. It would be 


desirable if such a team (consisting of 
N 0 labour has’ to bedi nurses, doctors and even chars) were to 


„. meet at least once a week to exchange 
Growing specialisation and an institi- information about the patient and de- 
tonalised eight-hour day mean that 4 termine the future approach. 
pPatlent will be looked after by three dif 0 
ferent nurses or doctors within any 24- In medically hopeless cages, the pa- 
hour period. tient should be permitted to die in 
1 "peace and his last says should be made 
All this is unlikely to change because as pleasant as possible, He should not be 
we cannot revert to the small 100-bel kept alive at any cost, A dignified death 
hospital and to patients being looked should be considered a success by doc= 
after by nuns working virtually round toş and nurses 
the clock ~— conditions which the older Wh i i ط‎ 
participants in the Berlin symposium en, medical. treatment has to be 
remembered with nostalgia. reduced in hopeless cases, social cere for 


the patient must be stepped up. The 
The key words today are rationalise qj need more atten 
tion and cost-cutting. This has had an ins Reed iors attention End ienee 


adverse effect on humanity in our hospi Tore sill. 
r - 
tals, : o The transfer of the severely ill and 
To provide more_hurmanily we need dying to other wards imposes a severe 
more staff and, above all, Pie qug- ا‎ 
Hfied staff. The various professions dealing with 
What can be done to improve mat. le dying know too little about each 


ters? others work, Cooperation between doc- 

tors, clergymen, psychologists, sociolo- 

Several proposals were put forward At gists and nursing staff must be stepped 
the symposium: up. 


new work group to promote more 

humanity İn hospitals and doctors’ 
surgeries has been founded in North 
RhineءWestphalia,‎ 


It intends ta operate nation-wide. 

The group’s founder Friedrich-Wil- 
helm Koch, who is also the president of 
one of Germany’s medical asşociations: 
“It is paradoxical to have ta have to 1 
demand more humanity for an institu. _ Wht to pack all the way to what has to 
tion whose purpose It is to serve man.  D® taken care of at home before going 
kind” to hospital. 


Dr Koch a couple of years ago called This Includes such commonsense 
our hospitals “repair shops for people,” things as turning off the ges, leaving a 


forwarding address ' and, of course, 
One example of thoughtlessness if making arrangements for the care f 
not inhumanity was presented .at the 


pels and plants. 
founding meeting by MP Schmidt ` The group, which inoludes Dr Ver- 
Kempten (FDP). onika Carstens, wife of President Cars- 
He fold the meeting that he had re- tens, also wants to make tho: everyday 
cently visited a hospital with a lovely 


routine in hospital more şimllar to 
roofgarden on the 12th floor, When he home routineş.. The patientş are not to 
asked whether the patients were permit. be wakened before 6.30 am. and.dinner 
ted to enjoy the roofgarden and the view is not to be served before 6 p.m. Visit- 
If provided hoe was told that this was 


ing hourş are to be extended, 
impossible for lack of staff to take the But the advice booklet provides not 
patients up and bring them back again. 


only practical advice, Jt alsa trles. to iri- 
Evidently it occurred to nobody that a sl e in the patient, telling him: 
gréat many patlenls are qulte capable of “f ا‎ omethlng j ا‎ es 
ressing an olevat Or S0 8g you do 13 
EOE en levator DUO, bj hem x o e port of ths job of ll hospltal tatî 
For Dr Koch humanity begins with to answer questions.” 
simple and useful bits of advice for a One of the most impoitant’ problem 
hospital stay. in our . technolagically . sophisticated 
His group, which: includeş not .only hospitals is lack of contact with the dootor; 
doctors’ but also nurses, psychologists, Studieg show what thst the patient is 
clergymen and saeial workers, has there- Ig alone and that his personal needs 
fore written an advice bookjet. for pa- 


receive little attention, : . 
tients which Govar. everything . Irom According to recent, Bolle; only .8 per 


Group aims at 
‘humanising 
hospitals’. 


systematically by making ths. subject taboo, So the work of doctors has become more 
diffloult. Even medical congresses and journals avold the mention of İt where 
— Berlin doctor speaking at the Symposium of the German Society for 


passibla.” 
Seromobay: 


oclelys tendency (o suppress 
thoughts of death have made the act 
of dying Increasingly LInhuman and lore» 


ly. 

The dying are left for the hospital to 
deal with. Doctors and nurses aro ex- 
pecled lo do what the next-of-kin 
should do: comfort the patient. 

Death is seldom voluntarily consider- 
ed, either for one’s self or as an inevlt« 
able fate, 

That is absurd, because it fs the one 
thing we can all be certaih of. 


Regulations .on 
. noise levels 


‘not adequate’ 


T he German Society for Housing 
Medicine (DOW) has deçlared war 
on noise. It says the existing noise 
abatement regulations are inadequate, 

To remedy the situation, the DGW 
has now issued “Medical Guidelines for 
the Assessment of Noise”, 

DGW president Friedrich von Halle- 
Tischendorf warns against the “apparent 
accuracy" of measuring noise by physlcal 
means because this does not take into 
account the manner in which noise is 
felt by individuals, 1 

The DGW guidelines want to put an 
end to the “fascination with the use of 
technical tolerance levels” as a yardstick 
for the assessment of what is actually 
tolerabte. 

Noise must not only be taken serious- 
Îy when a there is a public outcry, 

The problem of average noise {evels 
used 4s a criterion of tolerance is borne 
out by the term “sustained noise levels”, 

Thus, for instance, a sustained noise 
level of 65 decibels per hour occurs 
when a train rumbles through a quiet 
area once every 60 minutes, the noise 
lasting only two minutes, 

But 2,000 aytomobiles driving at city 
speed çreate the same çustained noise 
level of 65 decibels, though the train 
causes no disturbance [or most of the 
time while the automobile noise fs con 
tinuous. 

Aş a result, the DGW doctors reject 
such tolerance levels. They also oppose 
the distinction belwcen medically dis- 
cernible harmful effects on health and 
medieally explainable curtailment of 
wellbelng as a result of nojse. 

Particularly in need of protection the 
DGW says, are working people subject 
to considerable stress, i. e. people doing 
menlal work, apprentices, shift workers, 
convalescents and the elderly, 

The Society also calls for special nol- 
selêss breaks İi particularly nolse inten- 
sive factorles to prevent’ dimage to hear- 
ing. 

: Voluntary exposure to nolse as In dis- 
cotheques i ها‎ equeted. to drug addiction. ' 

rtr 
. (Pls Welt, 7 March 1980) 
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Stuck bck 
with new’ 
: opportunity 


Hî Stuck from Munich Iooks Jike 
he is back in Formüùla 'I' grand bi 
motor racing. He ' will be "driving for 
MeLaréri in tlıe'West United States grand 
prix on 30 March, 0 iii wii: 
Stuek will be’ taking oer from ' Ahl 
Prost of Francé, who ‘sifferéd ‘g, hand 
injury at Kyalami, South Africa. ' 
..ı Terms. were,.agreed on: the :telaphone: 
with McLaren's Teddy Meyer in the 
night of 5 Marçh. “The agreement is for 
as lorg as Prost ig unfit, to drive,”. Stuck 
said, . 8 8 ا‎ 
The odds aré ‘that ‘this will »‘tnean 
Stuck will entef-fdr the Belglan’ grand 
prix oi 4 May and:thè Monaco ' granil 
prix on 18 May, :. 1 » a 
He and Mayer made cûntact via' a jie 
termediary on 1 March, wher Mayer was 
still in South Africa. 4 5 
“! had until Wednesday. evening to 
make up my mind and tell Teddy Mayer 
my terms,” Stuck explained., He was 4t 
the Geneva car show at the time... , 


His team-mate will be John Watson 
of Nortkiern Ireland, They. both..-drgve 
for Brabham in 1977, managed by Bers 
nie Ecolestone of Britain, . ' ر‎ 

That year wag Stuck’s best, with two 
third places at Hockenheim and Zelt- 
wag, In 1978 he drove a Shadow, in 
1979 a German ATS, but neither seasoiı 
proved as successful as 1977. 

He preferred not to renew his ATS 
conttact,, for.. flharcial reasons and Was 
replaced in the Bad TUrkheim stable‘ by 
Marc Surer af Switzerland and Jan 
Lammers of Holland, 1 

Stuck is well aware that McLaren, for 
whom Jochen Mass from Cologne drove 
between 197: and 1977, is no longer 
rated one of the top¬class cars. 

“But after all,” he says, “it is an op- 
portunity to get my foot back on the 
door.” 1 

Watson, whose second season with 
McLaren it is, did not fare ' better than 
TIth in Brazil and South Africa, In Arş 
gentina he was out of the running. 1 

Prost, in his first Formula 1 races, 
came sixth in Argèntîha and fifth in 

Brazil, whereupon Mayer showed greatef 
interest in tie French dtivet, ر‎ 

Stuck, a veteran of 74 world cham 
pionship grand prix tices since 1974; 
wil be trying out the McLaren at 
Brand's Hatch and Siiverstdne. : 

Since about 30cm (If) difference irl 
height separates him from Prost, fh 

cockpit will need re-equipping. ا‎ 

This new development ıpufs pald 
Stuck's previous plans, which iriclud 
entering for the ,.300km.. Nûrburgrin 
race on 30 Marci. He waš to have driş 
ven a two-Jitre Schinitzer BMW in thea 
second race of thé Gefmiah-season. 

“This çlash of deadlines is ro prob; 
lem," Shick explatned, “Tfiile a contract 
with BMW which automatically releas 
o 0 
„-Progs. Jogtorş .indixeçtly..çonfirm thal 
;he, wll be 0 of the IRIE for a f 
1y thiree ‘mofiths, His’ fractured hand 1f 
one of the mösf cohiplldated injuries iri 
Formula 1  Tabing. It Will ':ihave to bd 
nursed back to health: .vety slowly. 1 
.ı Yet Stuck will, stil. start his season irf 
a BMW,.At ZO yû; in the firs 
race of the German, season, Then he wil 


i 


کک م 


Michael Oberdieckjsid f 


success, “I don’t 
puhlsh ‘the car.’ I just drive It. Clean 
jines are crucial, even though they may 
seem slower and less spectacular.” 

He certainly proved his point in the 

finale, making light of .the last nine 
sprint trials before a crowd of 300,000. 
. Other fancied drivers lacked his self- 
disçipline, Ford Escort drivers . Hannu 
Mikkola and Ari Vatanen of Finland, for 
instance, pulled off a spectacular finish, 

They were both behind because of 
engine trouble and wrote their cars off 
on the very same bend on the Friday 
night. First Mikkola went down the hill, 
then Vatanen. They turned turtle side by 
side but both emerged unscathed. 

Opel were out of the running in the 
first night when Anders Kulling of 
Sweden .crashed without injury and Eu 
ropeani champion Jdachim Kleint from 
Hamburg, initially third, burst a front 
tyre and {eft the track, 

Bernard Darniche of France, !eading 
the field in a Laricla Stratos, had already 
retired with engine trouble. Only 26 of 
the 110 teams that started on 5 March 
went on to finish the rally, 

(Frankfurter Rundschau, 10 Mateh 1980) 


sid 


Hane Stuck 
(Phatot Warek) 


که 


to aceount ` for .his 


healthy. His punishing schedule over the 
years has earned him a legendary reputa- 
tion among long-distance runners. 
No-one is more popular thar The Tens 
don, a loner whose style of running tes= 
tifies to his hard work. He looks tired 
„out as he drags his weary limbs along 
the track, yet he manages to do so for 
„25 rounds, or 10,000, 
It looks such hard work the crowd 
must be at a loss to explain how he lasts 
the distance, but last it he does, sporting 
‘the bright yellow schoolboy’s cap that 
has been his talisman all these years, 
, He always wears it, eyer indoors, He is 


feam manager at 
and: only member 


a student, a scout and’ 


his local sports club 
'of the team), . : 


” Thats the way’ he likes if, just as he 


to a‏ ا 
a hope-‏ 


in 


.has always preferred camp! 
itraining camp, which made 


"less case in the days when he was al- 
ways plagued by colds. 
Cross-country fans .take to 


a lgner of 
i Make 


ihis calibré, hawever. ' He worê 


Love Not. Warirleacshirt; at .!thilftary! 

? championships..and ‘Was :-iearly: thrown -.. 
;out of the Bundeswelır sports company 
‘at Cologne Ag a result. . 
+: Hans-Jürgên UOithmann’ 
:around for a long time and one can but 
.hope reports, that he recently patrzonlsed, - 
. the halrdregsb’s ‘testlfy to no mors thar 


‘nad bel 


e Hineya’ désbiieb gale ` “De Ting tralghtto Atiétlsd: 
Tas Hartmann : 1 
.:' Birê. He ıwijl. heya {a gef.used to being ! ...(Hongovarseha Aligiratins, L4 Maroh 1980) .. .. .(atUttpérIRe NAGTIHLAN, ?.Mareh 1940] 


Robert 


a superfiçlal 
Hels 
rand attention, 


|, Motor-racing team go 
on to third win 


employ Jochen Neerpasch, ths former 
BMW team manager. 

Walter Röhrl was in sparkling form 
on the rough roads of Northem Portuga] 
just as he had been six weeks earlier in 
the ice and snow of the Alpes Maris 


times, 
` Alen finished 14 minutes, Frequelin 


. more: than half at hour later at the end 


of 47 special tests lasting three daya and 
three nights, 

Defending champion Björn Walde. 
gaard was nearly three quarters of an 
hour behind in fourth place, and Ingvaf 
Carlsson nearly 55 mirutes behind in 
the No, $ slot. ٤ 

, Ove Andersson of Sweden in a ToyQ- 
ta,'a Pottugal specialist, cané sixth ifl a 
time 1 hour 9 minutes slower thar the 
winners, A 

Mercedes were rionettieléss’ satisfied 
with the performance of Waldegaard and 
Carîsson. Aftet 17 yeafs out of the run- 
ning the German marque could pride it- 
self on having made a siüceessful come’ 
back in European rally racing. 

Daimler-Benz were the only one of 
the nine works teams not to bê troubled 
by failures and difficulties of one kind 
of another. 

The 1.3-tonne Mercedes 450 SLC 5.0% 
made do with stopping for fuel and 
fresh brake Jinings. “It would have been 
unrealistic to expect a win in Portugel,” 
siad teai fifanagef, Erich Waxent pref, 
“For conditions there Our cars ate too 
large,” 1 

“The car is outstanding,” said Bjûrm 
Waldegaard. “It is reliable and comfort 
able to drive, but no-one can beat Röhrl 
in his present form. He is well on the 
way to becoming a superstar, The differ 
ences in time are unbelievable.” 

Réhrl himself haş simpie arguments 


‘Cross-country 
runner 
fights the odds 


1 u. , ii Hengslûrgen OrthmAnn 2.5, 1: 
at, iim (Philp Werek) 
teatidg Karl Fléselieti fri; Dhaseldirl 
jil the 3,0001 on 26 Jarliary he yes hé 


longer gyrq NRA {o dé: 


Röhıl into the 


[SPORT 


Ê 


Mothers? grou 
puts on 


the pressure 


Aw formed organisation ctf 
a8 a mothers” pressure group k. 
presented Germany’s politicians will 
package of demands worth more 
DMS8dbn. 

The chairman of Motherhood 41 


(Photo: dpa) 


alter Röhrl from Regensburg and 

Christian Geistdörfer from Mu- 

Profession, Helga Imm, says mlrjh are currently West Germany's 

should be paid or the basis of a Gliemost racing motorists. 

working week and should get fm After winning the Monte Carlo rally 

State DM376 per child per month. [ly have gone on to win the Portugal 
This would cost the State Dini, rated much higher by many man- 


On top of this DM9on a yer { ys the third of 13 world cham- 
be spent on pensions and DMI © ionghip rallies and tg; 
lous child subsidies. „ fd with 36 points for Fiat, followed by 


Frau Imma, a mother of four, lB : : 
ing to say in favour of the wiy Ê 20, and Lancia and Talbot, 16 


iti 1 robles Û 
el P Ge the F Fats came first and second in Portu- 


5 : Frgu İzıF} the runner-up being Röhrl's Finnish 
wilh reference 10 the SPD. "Allg Amele Markku Alen, a thrvetime 
Karl Marx never had any children” Wl Winner. 

“The constant soft-pedalling $ ¥ Guy Frequelin of France came third 
lessî We’ll do exactly what the unlonia û Talbot, the manufacturers who now 
the farmers or the civil servants 8% 
tions do. They are not embarresed f 
demand billions, so why should ¥ |X Fhen Hans-Jûrgen Orthmann, 

Her association which, notwitl™YY nicknamed “The Tendon,” over» 
ing its newness, already has sone buk Nick Rose of Britain 200m before 
i, ts E o ol ا‎ a the World eros country ا‎ 

1 a gchamp, Ss, he t 8 
Who financial ا‎ 8 rt ® ay bl hi n: 0 
0 prevent politicians from u ا‎ 
the DM8O0bn package, her. e 1 o ler 1 
has resorted to a classical means of lê et He Hal i 
erting political pressure. wj the past , 9PPf 

“We're calling on all mothe t ., . OVO TORR 
CDU/CSU this time,” says Frau luoît. Cig Virgin of the - United: Stateg 

But Shadow Chancellor Fr! him with 100m to go, and woh, 

1i ann, runner-up. was not 


to do with conviction but woul 
the bitter disappointment wih 
of social-liberal coalition 

anid the pitiful failure of the SPD, 


"1 have been able to train ‘ioh-sto 
the past nine week; That is Why'T 

ii such good form,” he'said? ’ 
dutumi He’ underwent. ise. suf: 
tnd finally put paid to mgrmbrané 


that had laid, him low with 


“The SPD can evidently not س‎ 
tolds and sore, throats, at Tégulaf 


ly in the WY ir ا‎ O 
that children are only EThat ws why ‘The Tendon Beam, fer 
J „o. Temain. a frustrated: genius 


1 ' for the SPD to put & 1 
hight time for the 1 çhampionship. viotory 


` Îts Women’s Libbers, she sa5. 


SPD Fo unable: to, quality, for’ either ‘Eluror 
pionships or Olympics, . ,.-i 
Jar he at lest won the national 
EEE 
: ;' Whiok . would indeet 

wishes, she'll turn -the. tables. in 19% B his ideal distance with a height of 
“Then well ¢all on mothers eg | I :3in) and .weight of 63k 
SPD” - EE ت‎ 1 AAS Tog A FOE 
.. le Welt, 12 Meret Fut when, he had .Hittlo..diffloplty In 


achance. 
On the other hand, if. the 


1 Strauss should beware of pret, 
 jpicinğ: Süuch.a vote would havê 


, Frau limm. 


¬ of the illusion that, a woman 
emancipated and 1ive like a mafi 


„; must almost be regarded a8 4 ahamê 


“` |. Frau Imm feels that 4 few Je jhe 3000m at Duisburg ;in 1973 :but 
i fhe opposition would give the ®". 
ل‎ „hance to rethink, and the ço! 0 


° Û tives fail to go along with the Mo) 
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Only if a woman can convince a court 
that she has been discriminated against 
on the grounds of her sex can the em= 
ployer be forced to give objective re- 
asons for such treatment. 

MPs like Helga Schuchardt and senior 
women officials of Antje Huber's (SPD) 


. Family Affairs Ministry originally held 


that this term (“objective reasons”) 
meant that Lufthansa and the Berlin 
Philharmonic could no longer refuse to 
employ women in certain positions, . 

But since the latest hearing Frau 
Schuchardt is no longer certain that the 
government attitude (“rather such a law 
thar none”) is still tenable. 

The employers presented such a piti- 
ful picture, Frau Schuchardt said, that 
they could easily drive one into 
Women's Lib, ESE 
` Deputy Bundestag Speaker Annemarie 
Renger, SPD, is aiso not happy with the 
new bill. She recently publicly censured 
the fact that the onus to prove that they 
have been discriminated against should 
rest with the women. Instead, she 
demanded that the employer have the 
onus of proving non-discrimination, 

In fact, this is how an early draft of 
the bill presented by the Labour Minis- 
try read before Count Lambsdorff, who 
favours medium-sized business, turned 
the whole thing around. 

Even some women’s rights experts in 
the SPD, among them Bundestag mem- 
bers Nils Diederich and Jûrgen Egert, 
are no longer certairt that they can dare 
confront the EEC Cotrnmission and 
women’s organisations with the new bill, 

They are now even more sceptical due 
to the reservations and amendment 
demands put forward at the SPD's 
recent Legal Affairs Congtess and voiced 
by „an . International Conference of Ex- 


at tha Berl: 

Swedish, British, French ‘aid ‘ Ameri- 
canı delegates had a hard time under- 
standing the convoluted text of the 
German bill and comparing it with their 
own legislation. : 

When they realised that the draft had 
been deliberately formulated in this way 
80 that no change would ensue there 
was shocked silence, 

The liberal Swedish MP and chairper= 
son of the Swedish Equal Rights Com-= 
mittee, Karen Ahrland, was struck with 
disbelief, The same went for her Americ. 
can counterpart, Daniel Leach, 

The British delegate, Dipak Nandy (of 
the Manchester Commission for Equal 
Opportunity), wrapped a couple of hard 
truths in diplomatic language, saying: 
“Well, if I understand the text correctly, 
1 am rather doubtful that it is compat= 
ible with the EEC resolution.” | 

"° Jutta Roitsch 


(Frankfurter Rundsahau, 13 Maréh 1980) - 
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Wi SEX EQUALITY 


Businessman gives MPs? 
. -.. committee a shock 


equal conditions on the. labour market. 
Germany is the only country which has 
not yet implemented the resolution. 

All other EEC countries now have 
equal-pay legislation while Bonn is 
trying to get out of it by pointing to the 
Constitution and the autonomy of the 
parties to collective bargaining. 

As a result, the average wage differ- 
enca , between: men and women still 
amounts to 30 per. cent in this country 
— and orly half of this is attributable to 
differences in qualification and working 
hours for women. 

There is no change in sight and 

women sfilf stand little chance with the 
union bodies that set wage targets for 
collective bargaining. This is essentially 
due to the fact that women are hope- 
lesşly in the minority in the labour 
world, 
The hard core of German trade 
unions, skilled workers, still finds it dif= 
ficult to put forward pay demands for 
minorities in their own ranks. 

But since the public censure by Brus- 
sels and the SPD's pro-labour campaign 
for the European election last year, dis- 
comfiture at this foot-dragging has been 
growing in Bonn. 

Even so Bonn has never contemplated 
an anti-discrimination act as extensive as 
similar legislation in Britain, America 
and the Scandinavian countries. 


It has also never contemplated a fe=« 


levant government authority that would 


exercise control arid have political clout, 
althougtl women's organisations have 
been pressing for it, 

The conservatives, who have a clear 
mejority in the Bundesrat, have sided 
with the employers from the very 
beginning, rejecting any intrusion on the 
freedom of contract and any control 
authority. 

This has been a major obstacle be- 
cause it has meant that the bill can con- 
tain nothing that would require Bundes= 
rat approval, 

The draft finally worked out by the 
cabinet after a considerable tug-of-war 
and intervention by Economic Affairs 
Minister Count Lambsdorff would com- 
ply with two of the EEC guidelines. 

It would, however, not exert legal 
pressure on the employers and forgo 
sanctions and controls. 

Thus the employers would still be at 
liberty to favour men. 
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embers of a Bundestag committee 

hearing into employment discri- 
mination against women were startled 
when a businessman told them that 
women “have no leadership qualities”, 

The businessman, giving evidence to 
the Labour and Soclal Affairs Committee, 
said that there was no discrimination 
against women in his company, and 
there was .no. need for legislation to 
engure the equality of the sexes at work. 

But he then described his criteria of 
selection when a man and a woman 
apply for the same jab: “If i's a .fore- 
man's job that’s goirg it will obviously 
be given to the man because everybody 
knows that women are talkative and 
have. no leadership qualities, which dis=- 
qualifies them, from such a position,” 

The MPs ' wero speechless at this 
statement showing how. the equal treat» 
ment of the sexes as stipulated in the 
Constitution is flouted, 1 

Somewhat embarrassed, the Em- 
ployers’ Association tried to paper over 
this example of dally practice by resort= 
ing to legal nitpicking and quoting that 
article of the Constitution which stipuc 
lates “freedom of contract.” 

Neither the state nor the European 
Community, the Association spokesman 
said, have the right .to . tell a German 
employer whom lo hire and on what 
terms, 

MP Helga Schuchardt, FDP, repiled 
cynically: “If freedom of contract is a 
more valuable basic right for the busi 
ness community than the anti-discrimi= 
nation article of the Constitution, I am 
only waiting for somebody to demand 
fhe abolishment of the Child Labour 
Act. After all, by prohibiting child la- 
bour the state interferes with the free= 
dom of contract” 

Now it was the Association represen» 
tative who was speechless and at a loss 
for an answer. He also had little to say 
to the remark by the Hamburg legal ex- 
pert on labour affairs, Heide Pfarr, who 
a the British Anti-Discrimination 


ct. 

When the bill had bogged down in 
the Parliamentary debate, someone sug- 
gested that the word “women” be re 
Placed by the word “Jews”, This quickly 
put an end to the debate and got the 
bill enacted, But the political parties in 
Bonn, both in the Bundestag and the 
Bundesrat, still have a long way to go. 

Yet time is of the essence, The SPD. 
FDP coalition govenment which tire 
lessly praises the “model Germany" js 
two years beıind schedule in implemen- 
ting an EEC resolution, 

In March 1979, EEC Commissioner 
Henk Vredeling publicly censured 
Bonn’s tardiness and announced that he 
would irstitute proceedings against 
Bonn, : 

Meanwhile, the Federal Republic of 
Germany has been given untill 30 June 
to Implement the relevant resolution of 
the EEC Counclî of Ministers, Should it 
fail to do so, any German woman can 
sue the Bonn Government at the Euro- 
pean Court in Luxembourg. 

Five years ago, Brussels ruled that all 
labour law barriers for women must be 
removed withir the Community, 

The guidelines were signed by thie 
member nations, who undertook’ to in- 
troduce national legislation thal would 


` provide equal opportunity, equal pay and 


